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NEWS

THE 50th REUNION WILL BE UNFORGETTABLE!

IN ORDER TO RECEIVE NEWSLETTERS, YOU MUST BE
CURRENT ON YOUR MEMBERSHIP. (DUES MUST BE PAID)

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
GREETINGS TO ALL SHIPMATES, FAMILY AND FRIENDS,
I hope that under the circumstances our Country and the World is in at this time
everyone is safe and in good health!
For those who are suffering from this Covid-19 we pray for your speedy and complete
recovery!
I know in my family we have had friends here in New York who have succumbed
to the Covid-19 and its multiple effects!
We appreciate all the military medical personnel that were assigned to fight the virus here and in California!
We also thank all the Doctors, Nurses, Medical Technicians and others who are away from their families and
friends! Does it remind anyone of the long deployments we made on the Tico's? We should definitely appreciate
them!
Our Association has been severely affected by this deadly virus! Each May we would gather together to celebrate
and reminisce about our ships! We were denied this privilege to share our memory with shipmates this past May
in Portland, Oregon. We were also not given a chance to celebrate and thank our outgoing officers especially
outgoing President Bill Spanbauer!
Our Association held an Unconventional Executive Board and General Membership meeting by way of a
conference call. The following Officers were installed for the 2020-2021 year ending at our Norfolk, Virginia
Reunion May 14-17,2021.
President
Larry Qualter

Executive Vice President
Sean McConnell

First Vice President
Sardo Sanchez

Second Vice President
Jim Lutz

As we unfortunately lose our older shipmates the membership rolls are growing smaller. On Facebook we
have been trying to make those who served aboard our ships of the Association. Jim Lutz has been very active on
the CG-47 FB page trying to get his former shipmates enthusiastic in coming to our Norfolk Reunion and joining
the association. On our USS Ticonderoga CV-CVA-CVS-14 & CG-47 FB page Ernie St. Pierre, John Lunsford,
George Passantino and myself have been trying to get others to join our association. If each of us can bring in one
new member the association will thrive long into the future!
We are still looking for volunteers to fill a few of our vacant association positions ,Historian and New Site
Reunion Coordinator. The New Site Coordinator is extremely important! My Wife and Myself did the leg work
for next year but assistance is needed. We found the need to have someone living nearby to the reunion city.
Over a year ago My wife and I spent three days in Norfolk looking at various hotels and taking tours we think
everyone will enjoy at next year's reunion. All you that served on either of the Tico's will enjoy most if not all
the tours especially the tour of the Battleship Wisconsin! Imagine a group picture under the 16 inch guns!
I have a photo of myself under these guns but want one with our shipmates and family! More
information on the tours will be coming soon!

Here is the DoubleTree By Hilton Norfolk Airport Hotel reservation link !
https://doubletree.hilton.com/en/dt/groups/personalized/O/ORFNADT-USO-20210512/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG

Unfortunately, Our Ships Store closed! We would like to thank Art Cosello who operated the ship's store for
years! We appreciate his service! We have not been able so far to locate an acceptable person to operate it but
will continue! Remaining items will be available at our Norfolk Reunion.
Praying that ALL will all stay safe during this pandemic and reunite in Norfolk next year.

Larry Qualter
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President:
Larry Qualter
69 Hemlock Circle
Peekskill, NY 10566-4963
(914) 734-7677
Lqualter65@gmail.com
President@bigt.net

Sean McConnell
554 MOUNTAIN RD
Boiling Springs, PA 17007-9515
(717) 713-3895
Sean1465@comcast.net
EVP@bigt.net

Sardo Sanchez
P.O. BOX 36411
Albuquerque, NM 87176-6411
(505) 999-8129
SardoSanchez3@gmail.com
1stVP@BigT.net

Jim Lutz
1311 11th AVE
Kearney, NE 68845-6543
(308) 293-3636
jim.a.lutz@gmail.com
2ndVP@bigt.net

Dennis SaBell NEEDS BACKUP
PO BOX 3178
Universal City, TX 78148
(303) 881-4787
red62lion@gmail.com

Robert Sullivan
96 Esmeralda Rd
St Augustine, FL 32095-8506
(757) 754-0547
trons4life@yahoo.com
Treasurer@bigt.net

Steven Codding P. P.
9260 Hilltop Lane
Bloomington, IL 61705
(309) 827-4017
sandycodd@aol.com

Director:
Jerry H. Cole P. P.
945 N. Delacroix Dr
Green Valley, AZ 85614-5266
(708) 227-0073
(520) 648-7196
Gvalley3131@gmail.com

John F. Deasy P. P.
560 Maple Ave.
Doylestown, PA 18901-4451
(215) 348-9981
deasyjjr@aol.com

John B. Dupont P. P.
4590 Linwood Circle
Deep Haven, MN 55331-9297
(952) 474-4731
jbdupont@outlook.com

Lloyd Frank P. P.
2129 Bliss Comer St
Henderson, NV 89044-0174
(702) 361-6660
papacva14@gmail.com

Director:
Parker W. Patterson P. P.
10914 WHISPERING OAK CIR
RIVERVIEW FL 33569-5949
(813) 405-8308

William Spanbauer P. P.
1899 COUNTY ROAD FF
OSHKOSH, WI 54904-6818
(920) 410-7500
ticoht2sw@gmail.com

Edgar S. Trotter, Jr.
1150 Baywood Ave.
Camarillo, CA 93010-3005
(805) 484-2930
ticovet@verizon.net

Fred Vance
5808 SW 27TH STREET
Topeka, KS 66614
(785) 271-5900
JHox123@yahoo.com

Chaplain:
Pastor Brett Inman
8838 E Cooper St
Tucson, AZ 85710-4416
(520) 909-3998
Binman4@Cox.net

Jerry H. Cole P. P.
945 N. Delacroix Dr
Green Valley, AZ 85614-5266
(708) 227-0073
(520) 648-7196
gvalley3131@gmail.com

Robert Hildebrand
2016 Reseda Way
Antioch, CA 94509-5834
(925) 757-1836
rah2016@sbcglobal.net

Edgar S. Trotter, Jr.
1150 Baywood Ave.
Camarillo, CA 93010-3005
(805) 484-2930

ticovet@verizon.net
Membership@bigt.net

David Graf P. P.
100 South Tremain St. Bldg 5
Mount Dora, FL 32757-6015

Cruiser Store Operator
Edgar S. Trotter, Jr.
1150 Baywood Ave.

(407) 388-4608

Camarillo, CA 93010-3005
(805) 484-2930

STORE CLOSED 4/15/20
NEED VOLUNTEER

ticovet@verizon.net
CarrierStore@BigT.net
John Lunsford P.P.
2504 McNutt
Bakersfield, CA 93306-4469
(661) 872-8850
jlunscva14@sbcglobal.net

Alfred F. McDonnell P.P.
1749 9th Ave
San Francisco, CA 94122
415-661-6753
lcdrmcdonell@gmail.com

Joseph McDonnell P. P.
4141 Inola Trl. Ne
Roswell, GA 30075-1658
(770) 335-1715
joemac1948@yahoo.com

VACANT
NEED VOLUNTEER

Historian@BigT.net

VACANT
NEED VOLUNTEER

VACANT
NEED VOLUNTEER

Richard Radigonda
357 Jade Circle
Vallejo CA. 94590
(707) 563-5556
etalyun@sbcglobal.net
Hornet@BigT.net

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE AT: WWW.BIGT.NET

OFFICERS, DIRECTORS, AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS 2020 - 2021

Gordon S. Humphrey, Jr.
2771 Cherrydale Falls Drive
Henderson, NV 89052-7005
(425) 785-8094
WebMaster@bigt.net
NEEDS BACKUP

SHIPMATES! NOW HEAR THIS!
We are always looking for Memorabilia for our Museum Rooms. Soon we will be starting one at the
Mississippi Maritime and Warship Museum in Pascagoula, MS. Keep us in mind as we’ll be starting
with very little memorabilia. Keep in mind this is for CG-47 memorabilia only. If you have anything
you want to donate contact Ed Trotter at Ticovet@verizon.net. Thanks for your help in keeping our
memories alive to others through our Museum Rooms.
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USS TICONDEROGA VETERANS ASSOCIATION
Norfolk Reunion MAY 13-17, 2021
DOUBLE TREE BY HILTON NORFOLK AIRPORT
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

TOUR DESCRIPTIONS

THURSDAY, MAY 13

MILITARY AVIATION MUSEUM:
Board the motor coach with your tour guide and
visit one of Virginia Beach's most revered
attractions, the Military Aviation Museum, home
to one of the largest private collections of World
War II and Korean War era fighters, bombers,
trainers and seaplanes in the world. Many
aircraft have been fully restored to their World
War II condition and are used for flight
demonstration,
movie
production
or
commercials. Enjoy a guided tour of the
galleries and shopping in the gift shop which is
stocked with all things flight related. A boxed
lunch will be enjoyed while at the museum. And
much more to see!

12:00 PM – 10:0O PM

Reunion Registration Open
Hospitality Room 12 PM – 10 PM

FRIDAY, MAY 14
7:30 AM - 9:30 AM.
Before &After tours.
9:00 AM - 4:15 PM

Breakfast Buffet
Reunion Registration
Bus loads for MILITARY
AVIATION MUSEUM

Hospitality room until 10 PM
SATURDAY MAY 15
7:00 AM - 9:00 AM.
8:00 AM - 3:30.PM

Breakfast buffet
Bus loads for: NAVAL BAS TOUR

Hospitality room until 10:PM
SUNDAY MAY 16
7:00 AM - 9:00 AM.
8:00 AM - 10:00 AM.
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
10:00 AM - 11:00 AM
12:00 PM - 5:00 PM
5:30 PM
6:00 PM - 10:00 PM

Breakfast buffet
Executive Board Meeting
General meeting
Ladies function
Free time in Norfolk
Pictures taken
Cash bar followed by Banquet
Installation off new officers
Guest speaker

MONDAY MAY 17
8:00 AM - 8:30 AM
8:30 AM - 10:30 AM

Memorial Service
Breakfast buffet
Farewells and Departures

NORFOLK NAVAL BASE TOUR:
Join your tour guide on the motor coach and
depart for the Norfolk Naval Base, which is part
of Naval Station Norfolk - the largest naval
installation in the world. Home port to 59 ships,
ranging in size from aircraft carriers to
submarines, 18 aircraft squadrons and
headquarters of the Atlantic Fleet, this naval
complex occupies over 8,000 acres of land and
is home to more than 70,000 military personnel.
A Navy personnel will board the coach and take
you past the 14 piers, through the Naval Air
Station, and the historic homes built for the
1907 Jamestown Exposition on “Admiral’s
Row” which now house the flag officers.
Then, board the magnificent Spirit of Norfolk for
a two-hour luncheon cruise.
PLEASE SEE NEXT PAGE FOR MORE
DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE TOURS.
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REMEMBER NORFOLK VA 2021
USS TICONDEROGA VETERANS’ ASSOCIATION 50TH ANNIVERSARY AND 49th REUNION
TOURS DETAILED DESCRIPTION
FRIDAY, MAY 14, 2021; 9:00 AM – 4:15 PM
Board the motor coach with your tour guide and visit one of Virginia Beach's most revered attractions,
the Military Aviation Museum, home to one of the largest private collections of World War II and Korean
War era fighters, bombers, trainers and seaplanes in the world. Many aircraft have been fully restored to
their World War II condition and are used for flight demonstration, movie production or commercials.
Enjoy a guided tour of the galleries and shopping in the gift shop which is stocked with all things flight
related. A boxed lunch will be enjoyed while at the museum.
Next, learn about Norfolk’s colorful history of over three centuries as you ride through the lovely
historic district and restored areas. View the stately homes along the Hague, old St. Paul’s Church, the
Moses Myers House, the Chrysler Museum of Art, MacArthur Memorial, the historic Freemason District,
Nauticus, a maritime center, the Battleship Wisconsin, the restored waterfront area, as well as many other
points of interest. Downtown Norfolk has undergone a complete transformation in the last decade and
features the beautifully renovated Town Point Park with the Armed Forces memorial, a beautiful $34 million
cruise terminal, waterfront condos and state of the art shopping area.
Then visit the MacArthur Memorial for a glimpse into our country’s history. Here you will view the
outstanding collection housed in Norfolk's historic city hall which trace the life and achievements of five-star
General Douglas MacArthur. You will also have the opportunity to view the short film which chronicles
the General’s life. The General and Mrs. MacArthur are entombed in the rotunda of the memorial. Nine
separate galleries arranged in two levels circle the rotunda and tell the story of General MacArthur and
the millions of American men and women who served in the United States Armed Forces from the Civil
War through the Korean War. A gift shop with unique memorabilia is located on the premises.
End the day with a stop at Doumar’s, home of the world’s first ice cream cone machine. Abe Doumar created
the first ice cream cone at the World’s Fair of 1904 in St.Louis. It was so successful that he designed a
four-iron waffle machine that he launched during the Jamestown Exposition of 1907. Today, the family
business still bakes cones on the original cone machine. While at Doumar’s, guests will be given an
introduction and history and everyone will be treated to an ice cream and cone.
SATURDAY, MAY 15, 2021; 8:00 AM – 3:30 PM
Join your tour guide on the motor coach and depart for the Norfolk Naval Base, which is part of Naval
Station Norfolk - the largest naval installation in the world. Home port to 59 ships, ranging in size from
aircraft carriers to submarines, 18 aircraft squadrons and headquarters of the Atlantic Fleet, this naval
complex occupies over 8,000 acres of land and is home to more than 70,000 military personnel. A Navy
personnel will board the coach and take you past the 14 piers, through the Naval Air Station, and the historic
homes built for the 1907 Jamestown Exposition on “Admiral’s Row” which now house the flag officers.
Then, board the magnificent Spirit of Norfolk for a two-hour luncheon cruise. Feast on a sumptuous buffet
and enjoy the informative narration as you cruise through the Hampton Roads Harbor. View many
fascinating sights along the waterfront, including mighty aircraft carriers and nuclear submarines at the
Norfolk Naval Base, Nauticus and the Battleship Wisconsin and Old Fort Norfolk. The ship has two
climate-controlled lower decks and an open-air upper deck.
Next visit Nauticus, a unique and thriving campus of visitor attractions that explores the economic, naval,
and natural powers of the sea. Features here include a series of interactive exhibits, 3D, high-def films in
the 250-person theater, and aquariums of marine life. Also housed here is the Hampton Roads Naval
Museum, one of ten museums officially operated by the U.S. Navy. Highlights of the naval battles and
exhibits of detailed ship models, artwork, and memorabilia are showcased throughout.
A true highlight of any visit to Nauticus is a self-guided tour of the Battleship Wisconsin, one of the famous
Iowa-class ships. This great ship saw action in WWII, the Korean War and most recently in the Persian
Gulf War. The Wisconsin is permanently berthed beside Nauticus where it is accessed by a connecting
walkway. Explore the main deck and recently opened portions of the interior to learn about this famous
ship, those who fought and served on board and the role that this mighty warship has played in the defense
of our nation.
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USS TICONDEROGA VETERANS’
“ALL HANDS” PROJECTS
It is time for a review/reminder of the three “ALL HANDS” projects that are underway.
First, we have our letter writing to request a new ship be named USS TICONDEROGA
because we now have a new Secretary of the Navy to which we can send our request. Sample
letters to the Secretary of the Navy and to your Senator or Representative are in this
newsletter on pages 8 and 9 and a link to a digital copy is available on the front page of the
website. On the webpage there are additional sample letters from which you can chose, based
on your affiliation with CG-47. After writing your letter you are encouraged to get your
children, relatives and friends to write one. Since you can get the letter digitally you can
make the necessary changes and save to your computer and then print out to be signed.
Quantity is very important in this effort.
Second, in the October 2017 newsletter on pages 10 and 11 we had we had an article
on the Mississippi Maritime Museum and information of Membership and how to make
donations. Here is an update on what is happening.

MISSISSIPPI MARITIME MUSEUM
A few years ago, a group in Pascagoula, MS gathered to create a museum there that
would tell the story of South Mississippi’s 300-year maritime heritage. This will be done
through the conversion of two of the old Pascagoula High School buildings. The Band and
Shop building has been converted into the Museum Activity Center which has office space,
storage, and meeting rooms for the Museum and other organizations. The roof has been
replaced on the Math and Science Building so now the work on the real museum can start.
The original plan is a 5 year plan of getting donors to commit to donations over a 5
year period. There are 3 years left on the plan and still a need of 4 Million Dollars.
The Navy part of the History will be one of NAVSEA funded construction of the many
type ships constructed in Pascagoula. This will be an opportunity to highlight the NAVSEA
Organization and the long lasting AEGIS program which should give us the opportunity to
display some of the CG-47 memorabilia which we had on the USS HORNET Museum in
Alameda, Ca but which have been shipped to MMM and are stored in the Museum Activity
Center storeroom. See next page.
You can support the effort by becoming a member of the MMM or just making a
donation to them. Details are below. As with any project, the faster they get funding the
faster they can start the project. Please ask family and friends for their support and also
any businesses you feel would be interested.
Gaining membership in the Mississippi Maritime Museum is as easy as filling out the
form on next page and mailing it with a $25 check to: MMM, P.O. Box 243, Pascagoula, MS
39568-0243. Please include your email as well as street address. Dues are renewable yearly
and include two newsletters, two e-letters, and invitations to two museum events each year.
More information is on their website at: msmaritimemuseum.com where digital
donations can be made.

See donation form on next page for mail in donations.
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Third, the October 2017 newsletter also tried to start work on getting Division Rosters
established as all the data we had from the National Archives was by Name and Rate with
no Division Data. The work listed on page 5 of that newsletter was to lead to a database by
division that would help us with recruiting efforts. Unfortunately, that request for volunteers
to do data entry did not get any so we outsourced that effort for two years. We have 24 of
our 40 divisions pretty well done. There is still a need for volunteers to find phone numbers
or make call to names for which phone numbers have been found. As our limited phone
calls were not greatly successful I want to ask all Carrier sailors to think of 3 names they
would like to join the Association and send me those names and any other info on that person
you have (maybe old hometown info) and I will try to find phone numbers for you to call.
Maybe getting a call from a fellow shipmate rather than one you do not do will help get more
members.
This year all budgeted funds, not gifts to the data entry fund, will go to Cruiser
recruiting. Same basic plan to build a CG database by Division which means we take every
cruise book and enter the names by Division. I am hoping to speed up this work by asking
all CG crewmembers to send me any typed lists of crew members or digitized data (EXCEL
or WORD) you may have of your shipmates. This data would hopefully contain first names
and might be able to be copied and pasted into the master database and save many hours
of typing. You can scan and email to me or copy and mail your data to me at: Edgar Trotter,
1150 Baywood Ave, Camarillo, CA 93010-3005. If you know any non-member shipmates
who may can provide this type data please ask them.
Thank you for your continued support of the ASSOCIATION and our opportunities to
grow.
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Letter to the Secretary of the Navy
Edit this letter as you like, (instead of saying as a TICODEROGA sailor you would say:
As the parent, relative, friend of a TICODEROGA sailor) or send it as is
Be sure to insert your personal information and remove these instructions.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------YOUR NAME
( Change to Black & remove this remark)
YOUR ADDRESS
( Change to Black & remove this remark)
YOUR CITY STATE ZIP
( Change to Black & remove this remark)
DATE:

( Date you send & remove this remark)

The Honorable Kenneth J. Braithwaite
Secretary of the Navy
1000 Navy Pentagon
Washington, D. C. 20350-1000
Dear Mr. Secretary:
Congratulations on becoming the 77th SECNAV. It would be great to see you start your career by making
Naval History. I am writing to ask you to approve an event that would be unique in Naval History. As you
may know the first AEGIS ship with the AN/SPY radar was the USS TICONDEROGA, CG-47 which was
commissioned a year and a half before your graduation from the U. S. Naval Academy. The opportunity
now exists to allow an AEGIS ship on which the new ADMR radar is installed to also be named USS
TICONDEROGA. That would be any ship after DDG-130. This opportunity will probably never be
available again. As a TICONDEROGA sailor I am deeply desirous of seeing another ship carry that name
and to be one with the new AMDR radar would be doubly rewarding.
I realize that the naming schema for DDGs is not that of battles but I think an exception could be made in
this case so that a little Navy History could be made. The “Naming Schema” was broken by Secretary
Lehman when he named CG-51 Thomas S Gates so there is a precedence for it.
This naming would also be historical in that: The first AEGIS USS TICONDEROGA had the MK 26 Point
and Shoot Missile Launcher and this one would have the Vertical Launching System
The first AEGIS USS TICONDEROGA was built in Pascagoula, MS and this one is also or this one is built
in Bath, ME
The first AEGIS USS TICONDEROGA was homeported in Norfolk, VA and this one also or this one is
homeported in San Diego, CA, the homeport of USS TICONDEROGA, CVA/CVS-14
It would be great to see USS TICONDEROGA sailing with the DDG-106, USS STOCKDALE, as James B
Stockdale was XO and CO of VF-51 flying off USS TICONDEROGA, CVA-14 in 1963 and then again in
1964 during the Gulf of Tonkin incident and sailing with the DDG-108, Wayne E Meyer as RADM Meyer
was the Father of AEGIS and USS TICONDEROGA, CG-47 was the first of those AEGIS ships and with
one of the Navy’s newest ships the DDG-116, USS THOMAS J HUDNER, as Thomas J Hudner was the
XO of VF-53 flying off USS TICONDEROGA, CVA-14 in 1964.
As you can see a lot of history can be made by naming another ship USS TICONDEROGA.
Thank you for your consideration of this request. Let’s make history together.
Sincerely
_______________________________
TYPE YOUR NAME HERE ( sign above and change to Black & remove this remark)
THIS FORM CAN BE PRINTED FROM: WWW.BIGT.NET BOTTOM OF MAIN PAGE.
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WRITE MORE LETTERS TO: YOUR SENATORS AND REPRESENTATIVES,
AND POSSIBLY YOUR GOVERNOR
(Especially NY Because of the Battleground, Fort, Town and original USS Ticonderoga!)
Edit this letter as you like (instead of saying as a TICONDEROGA sailor you would say:
As the parent, relative, friend of a TICONDEROGA sailor) or send it as is.
Be sure to insert your personal information, remove these instructions and everything in blue and change all text
to black.
YOUR NAME
YOUR ADDRESS
YOUR CITY STATE ZIP
DATE Date you send
Dear Senator or Representative or Governor ??????????(Replace with name and change to black)
I am writing to ask the Secretary of the Navy, The Honorable Kenneth J. Braithwaite, to approve an event
that would be unique in Naval History. The first AEGIS ship was the USS TICONDEROGA, CG-47. It
had the new AN/SPY Radar. The opportunity now exists to allow an AEGIS ship on which the new ADMR
radar is installed to also be named USS TICONDEROGA. That would be any ship after DDG-130. This
opportunity will probably never be available again. As a TICONDEROGA sailor I am deeply desirous of
seeing another ship carry that name to be one with the new AMDR radar would be doubly rewarding.
I realize that the naming schema for DDGs is not that of battles, but I think an exception could be made in
this case (as was made by Secretary Lehman when he named CG-51 USS THOMAS S GATES). It would
be great to see USS TICONDEROGA sailing with the new DDG-1000 Class Destroyers and Littoral Combat
ships as well as the DDG-106, USS STOCKDALE, as James B Stockdale was XO and CO of VF-51 flying
off USS TICONDEROGA, CVA-14 in 1963 and then again in 1964 during the Gulf of Tonkin incident and
sailing with the DDG-108, Wayne E Meyer as RADM Meyer was the Father of AEGIS and USS
TICONDEROGA, CG-47 was the first of those AEGIS ships and with one of the Navy’s newest ships the
DDG-116, USS THOMAS J HUDNER, as Thomas J Hudner was the XO of VF-53 flying off USS
TICONDEROGA, CVA-14 in 1964.
It is also unique that both ships could be built in Pascagoula, MS and both homeported on the East
Coast.
I am sure there are many others in our fine state that have ties to USS TICONDEROGA and would also
appreciate anything you could do to help us in this effort to make Naval history.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Sincerely,
YOUR NAME HERE (and sign above)
You should be able to get state representatives from local newspaper or on line.
Here’s the link for the Representatives addresses.
In order to search for your local Representatives addresses, just Type in your Zip Code and their address will
come up: https://www.house.gov/representatives/find-your-representative
Here’s the link for Senators addresses. In the link you can choose which state, Senator, and class you’d like to
search For: https://www.senate.gov/senators/contact/
THIS FORM CAN BE PRINTED FROM: WWW.BIGT.NET BOTTOM OF MAIN PAGE.
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TICO HISTORY TIME
Our 1969 Cruise Book celebrated the 25th Anniversary of the ship. It had a wonderful History
and Heritage section at the front of the book. Here are some of the interesting facts: With Carrier
Air Wing 19 aboard, Ticonderoga left her home port of San Diego on October 15, 1966, for her
eighth Western Pacific cruise. She thus became the first attack carrier to deploy on a third tour of
combat operations against North Vietnam.
With the dedicated effort of her crew, Ticonderoga set many new records. She launched
11,672 aircraft on combat missions and her planes made 13,321 arrested landings. During one day
of coordinated strikes, she launched 149 aircraft, of which 127 flew combat missions. In the strike
against the Ninh Binh pontoon bridge, she launched 29 aircraft in 15 minutes.
During the cruise Air Wing 19 pilots delivered a total of 9,300 tons of ordnance on enemy
targets. The Weapons Department helped set a new record for underway replenishments with the
USS Ponchatoula (AO-148) and also approach and unrigging records with USS Mattaponi (AO-14).
During an underway replenishment with the USS Firedrake (AE-14), Ticonderoga brought 320 tons
of ammunition aboard in one hour and forty minutes.
In testimony to the effectiveness of the Ticonderoga team, its officers and crew were highly
decorated for their efforts. They received a total of three Silver Star medals, 14 distinguished Flying
Crosses, one Bronze Star medal, 578 Air medals (including 442 gold stars and 77 silver stars in lieu
of previous Air medals), 46 Navy Commendation medals and three purple hearts. Also awarded
were three Secretary of the Navy Commendations for Achievement and one Commander in Chief
Pacific Fleet Letter of Commendation.
The men of Ticonderoga also received recognition from the Republic of Vietnam when that
country awarded them four Navy Distinguished Service Orders-2nd Class, 19 Gallantry Crosses
(including five with gold stars, three with silver stars and 11 with bronze stars), and nine Air
Gallantry medals with bronze wings.
Ticonderoga again deployed to the Far East on December 28, 1967. She claimed the title of
the Navy’s most experienced attack carrier of the Vietnamese conflict, for the 1968 cruise marked
her fourth combat cruise to Vietnam. During the seven and one half months of the deployment,
Ticonderoga and Air Wing 19 added to their impressive list of records and “firsts.”
Ticonderoga became 24 years old in May while on duty in the Tonkin gulf. She was the oldest
ship of her class then assigned to the U. S. Seventy Fleet. American Forces Radio disc jockey Chris
Noel flew aboard Ticonderoga for the day to help the ship celebrate her birthday.
Ticonderoga set a new record for launching and recovering aircraft. More than 16,500 planes
were shot from her two catapults, surpassing in 120 days of line action her record of 13,248 launches
and recoveries set on the preceeding cruise, when she served 126 days on line.
She twice launched more than 170 aircraft a day, hitting a record of 175 launches on April
5, 1968. On one occasion, she launched 20 A4 jet attack planes in seven minutes and 45 seconds,
an average of one every 24 seconds, six seconds faster that what the Navy considers outstanding
for consecutive launches.
More than 9,000 tons of ordnance were dropped on enemy targets, surpassing the previous
cruise’s total by more than 300 tons. Ordnance was brought aboard the ship during underway
replenishments at an average rate of 141.2 tons per hour. The fastest rate was 255 tons per hour.
Ticonderoga spent 183 days at sea during the deployment, steamed more than 77,000 miles, and
replenished 147 times, averaging an hour and 30 minutes per day alongside replenishment ships.
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Veteran spreads laughter
Marisa Williams Mercury Staff October 16, 2017 0

In the quiet hours of the morning, you may see a gentleman in a USS Ticonderoga hat walking through
campus passing out printed jokes or pairs of handmade paper fake teeth that he keeps in his wallet.
John Lemburg audits Lynn Winstead’s class, Communications in America. Lemburg comes into her class
early every morning and sits in the front row to interact with the students.
“He’s not getting a grade, but the students have all just enjoyed communicating with him, but wanted to
just audit, specifically, a modern … communications class,” Winstead said. “He is adding to our class.”
Lemburg has been involved in communications his whole life and Winstead said she loves that he has
circled back around, not for a grade or for another degree, but just to stay plugged in.
“Before the Navy, I was a radio announcer and assistant engineer at KCPA-FM so I was fascinated by
communications all my life and as a radioman (with the Navy), I got to work the circuits,” Lemburg said. “Had
some wonderful experiences and that was a long time ago.”
During the pre-Vietnam War era, Lemburg sent Morse code and was present during the Gulf of Tonkin
incident. He was a radio supervisor and witnessed Patrol Torpedo boats attack two escort ships, the Turner
Joy and the USS Maddox, on Aug. 4 and Aug. 6 of 1964.
While a radioman on the USS Ticonderoga, Lemburg said he had the privilege to stand and talk with one
of the most famous comedians of all time, Bob Hope.
“I saw what he did to the morale of the crew of the ship … He had a love in his heart for those people, those
sailors,” he said.
Lemburg said all of Hope’s humor was clean and none of it was offensive. Hope influenced the way
Lemburg interacts with the stressed college students he comes across every morning as he walks through campus.
Every day, Lemburg hands out 40 to 50 printed jokes to students from the thousand pages of jokes he’s
been collecting. He edits them so there is only clean humor present. He’s been handing out “the funnies” for over
a decade.
The student response he has received over the years motivated him to keep doing his best to care for
people, especially strangers, he said.
“In handing out ‘the funnies,’ the jokes, friendships developed
with people and over a period of many, many months or a few years
they know I don’t have any ulterior motives,” Lemburg said. “Sometimes, they will unload their difficulties and then I will invite them to
pray with me and I’ll write two or three sentences or whatever they
would recommend for the prayer intention and then so each day I pray
for that person.”
He also goes to several health care facilities to do standup
comedy for the residents there.
“One of the things that I learned out of it is that if you take the
stress that people have and give them something that they can get rid
of it, everything changes,” he said. “Their whole ability to get through
the day is changed and that’s something that touches me … and that’s
one of the reasons that drives me to do what I do because I care about
all the people. They’re important to me and friendships are wonderful
and they are very, very important.”
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Abridged Minutes of 2020 Board and General Web Meetings:
(Since the meetings lasted more than 3 hours and since I was unable to record them,
I decided to reduce the minutes to a summary format. Hopefully I will cover all of the
main issues.) The meetings were called to order, participants identified, and the Pledge
of Allegiance was recited.

The first item discussed was the feasibility of using a Debit Card to control and
document spending on Reunions. The problem is we have been setting up a separate
reunion checking account each year for each reunion which involves a lot of red tape
with the banks and spending is not well documented or controlled. A single Debit Card
could conceivably be used every year without renewal and it could be funded and
spending documented more accurately by the Treasurer. It was decided that George
Passantino and Bob Sullivan would study the issue and if possible, start the process
of acquiring a Card.

The second item was the Treasurer’s report and budget for the coming year. Based
on current spending and projected receipts, the discussion centered primarily on 3
issues: Membership, Reduced Budget Allowances, and, Newsletter expenses.
Ed Trotter presented his estimates for the ongoing Data Entry Project and proposed
$7,000 to complete it. After some discussion the Board decided that the focus should
be moved to finding and recruiting Cruiser members because most carrier sailors are
at least 70 years old and less likely to become active members. A budget of $1,000 for
membership recruiting was proposed, voted and approved with the instruction that
it be spent primarily on efforts to locate and recruit Cruiser sailors. John Lunsford
offered a $100 donation in addition to the budgeted amount to be spent on recruiting
Cruiser members.
Based on recent spending the President’s budget was reduced from $400 to $200, the
Secretary’s budget was reduced from $1,000 to $500, and the Treasurer’s budget from
$200 to $150, Membership was increased from $600 to $1000 as stated above.
Finally, there was a discussion of Newsletter and Website costs. Previously it had been
decided that we would publish only 3 Newsletters per year instead of 4. It was noted
that we are mailing just over the 500 minimum copies required for a reduced
“non-profit “postage rate and, although we have 100 additional members who have
chosen electronic delivery, any increase that would reduce our postal deliveries might
actually increase our costs. Webmaster Gordon Humphrey was asked to propose ways
to securely deliver the annual roster to members because that would be lost in the
reduction from 4 to 3. The new budget for the Newsletter was set at $6,000 and Website
costs at $300.

Continued Next Page>>>>>
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Abridged Minutes of 2020 Continued
The third item was the Carrier Store and Historian vacancies. The Carrier Store
has closed for lack of a volunteer and David Graf has resigned as Historian. Also,
volunteers are needed to back-up the Treasurer, Secretary, and Webmaster the other
positions are vulnerable if we cannot find back-ups. The Board and members
expressed sincere gratitude for the great job Art and Kristie Casello did running the
Carrier store. No further action was taken. Volunteers are still needed.

The fourth item was Reunions. The board expressed their sincere thanks to Joyce
Frank who has stepped down as Reunion Coordinator. It was decided that a Reunion
committee would be formed and they would (with guidelines already provided by
Joyce) create a package of standard procedures for future reunions and assist the
President in arrangements. There was some concern that the reunions should possibly
be close to the Presidents’ home each year to reduce travel & improve coordination.
Kansas City Mo. was proposed as the site for the 2023 reunion.

The fifth item was Bylaws. The current bylaws were last changed in May 2013 and
need to be revised. Several changes have been proposed but not yet acted on. Specific
issues are: (1) A cap on the number of active Board Members (proposed 7 Officers
and 13 directors) , (2) whether or not the following committee positions that are not
currently active are needed: New Sites Coordinator, Public Relations Chair,
Memorials Chair, and (3) a number of detail changes and clarifications needed to
more accurately define current operations. This issue was tabled to a future meeting
that will be specifically held to rewrite the Bylaws. Initial members on the rewrite
committee are Larry Qualter, John DuPont, Sean McConnell, and Bob Sullivan. Time
and other members to be determined.

At the General Meeting: The Treasurer’s report and new proposed budget were
presented and approved by voice vote; the bylaws rewrite committee was given the go
ahead. Jim Lutz was nominated and approved as Second Vice President for 2020-2021.
The new President (Larry Qualter) and 2020-2021 Officers were appointed and sworn
in.
There were several miscellaneous items discussed with no motions including: the need
to document location of memorabilia after David Graf’s resignation as Historian. The
cruise book digitization and Chromebook purchases to read them. The purpose and
status of the Audit Committee and how the financial activities are reviewed. Profits
from the Ship’s store paid to Association and location of remaining inventory.
Meetings were adjourned.
(If I missed or mis-stated anything substantial let me know and we will correct in the next
newsletter. These were telephone conference calls and I had some difficulty hearing
everything.)
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SECRETARY’S LETTER
Hi y’all,
Yup! Ah’m still workin’ on talkin’ like a Texan (the mask
helps!) but I don’t suppose this Colorado City Boy will ever
pass as a country cousin. We really like San Antonio (miss the
mountains though). Hoping, like all of you, that this Pandemic
thing winds down sooner than later.
Anyway, I am the guy who has the task (and honor) of
putting together the Obituary page. I wish I could say that I know each shipmate
personally, but that is just not possible. Sometimes we just find out that a Tico
sailor has died and have little more than a sentence or two to pass on, other times
it is a close personal friend (Larry Porter this month) and I could write a book,
or we get three pages that we don’t have room to print. What is important to me
is that we say something. Those who served on board a Navy ship have a common
experience that stays with us for a lifetime. We love to find old friends and
shipmates to swap stories and life experiences, and when one we know dies we
all feel the loss but want to celebrate and honor that life and those experiences.
Let us know!
I am also the guy who tries to get you to send stories and good stuff to print
in the newsletter. You don’t have to wait until you are dead for us to hear your
lies (err..true stories). We hope the Newsletter will always be informative and
that you look forward to receiving it.
What I am getting at is: If you have some news or a good story that we can
print (we like good news best but need to know the bad news too) please let us
know. If you call or email any of the Association officers it will get to me or Ed
or Gordon (If you try to contact me you should know that I prefer regular mail
or email because I sacrificed most of my hearing to the flight deck and pump
rooms on Tico and you might be surprised at how badly I will translate what you
say on the phone). As always, we try not to make political statements, we are a
family organization so keep it PG rated, and it may or may not get printed right
away or ever (space limits, copyrights, and relevance).
These are difficult times but we all hope we will be able to get together again
soon. Plan on coming to Norfolk in May! We are!
Stay well,
Dennis SaBell - Secretary
Email: red62lion@gmail.com or dsabell@comcast.net.
Mail: P.O. Box 3178, Universal City, TX 78148-2278
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
NEW MEMBERS BETWEEN 03/01/2020 and 06/30/2020

WELCOME ABOARD!
FIRST NAME
Robert
Paul
John
James
Hugh
Robert
John
James (Jim)
Robert
Lonnie
Zane
Donald (Ray)

LAST NAME
Burke
Catani
Gramesty
Guillot
Harbert
Hewitt
Huggins
Lutz
McCafferty
Peterson
Powell
Winslow

DIVISION
E
R
V‐1
V‐1
CIC
R
ETC
CA
OI
V‐4
MP
AW‐19

RATE/RANK
IC3
RM3
AB3
ABH3
RD3
SF3
CE
STG1
RD3
AN
E‐5
LTJG

YRS ABOARD
70‐71
64‐66
65‐67
64‐66
65‐67
65‐67
81‐85
85‐89
65‐68
65‐68
84‐87
67‐68

CITY
Phoenix
Huntinton Beach
Trumbull
Longs
Osburn
Pittsford
North Port
Kearney
Ridgfield
Burke
Richmond
Laughlin

STATE
AZ
CA
CT
SC
ID
VT
FL
NE
WA
TX
VA
NV

SHIP
CVS14
CVA14
CVA14
CVA14
CVA14
CVA14
CG47
CG47
CVA14
CVA14
CG47
CVA14

DONATIONS MADE TO USS TICONDEROGA VETERANS' ASSOCIATION
FROM 03/01/2020 TO 06/30/2020

THANK YOU!
FIRST NAME

LAST NAME

GENERAL
FUND

MEMORIAL
FUND

DATA ENTRY
FUND

John

Allfrey

Gary

Bjorge

Robert

Bye

Charles

Fournier

X

Lloyd

Frank

X

Ted

Gorton

XX

Robert

Hamblin

X

Ed

Heasley

X

Ronald

Hollis

John

Lunsford

X

Lester

McCullough

X

Dale

Pfeiffer

X

Zane

Powell

X

Dennis

SaBell

Gary

Schmidt

X

Enrile

Trinidad

X

CG‐47
MUSEUM

SHIP'S BELL

X
X
X

XX

X

X
X
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We are sad to announce the passing of our last WWII
Association President, Robert J. Modersohn.
Robert J Modersohn - Life Member age 95, of Austin, TX, passed
away on May 7, 2020. While on board from 1944 – 1946 he was and
ETM1 in Divisions K‐1 and V-3. After leaving the Navy he worked
in New Jersey as a draftsman full-time and attended night classes
for 8 years to get a degree. He then started his career with the 3M
Company selling magnetic recording tape and other electrical
products. He worked for 3M until he retired as international
director of the Electronic Products Division for the Company. He
is survived by his wife, Olly; son Robert John III; grand sons Seth David, Mark Jacob
and Dylan Putnam and 5 great grandchildren. He was preceded in death by son
Richard George.
Bob was the Association President
for our 2000-2001 year. During
that years reunion he cut the ribbon
on the USS TICONDEROGA
Room on the USS HORNET
Museum in Alameda, CA and gave
the Sailor of the Year award to
CG-47 sailor SH1 David Hibbler.
Bob co-hosted the San Antonio, TX reunion in 1996 with
Louis Giroir and wanting to be the oldest member
to host a reunion he and his wife Olly, with the help
of reunion coordinator Karen Lee, hosted the
Corpus Christi, TX reunion in 2009. It must have
been good as it was the first reunion for Gary and
Joyce Schmidt and they have not missed one since.
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It is with sadness and great respect that we report
the following passings of our shipmates:
Lawrence B Ashman – Lawrence was a Life member who passed away on March

24, 2020. We were notified by his wife Beth that “He was so happy to be one of
the Big T Association members and talked about it to anyone who would listen”.
While on board from 1944‐1945 he was an AOM1 in V‐5 Division. We have lost
another WWII Shipmate.

Larry Robert Porter – Larry was a Life Member who passed away unexpectedly
on June 14, 2020 at the age of 74. While on board his
rating was CYN3 and he served in CR Division. After
his discharge and during his lifelong marriage to his
beloved wife Gail, Larry had a very active career in
Law Enforcement including: Deputy Sheriff in Aspen
Colorado, personal security guard for singer John
Denver, Criminal Investigator for the State of
Colorado, President of the Metropolitan Law
Enforcement Association, and more. Larry was very
talented and sang and played guitar throughout his
life. He resembled Elvis Presley and sounded a lot like Elvis when he sang. He was
always a hit on karaoke night at the VFW where he loved to sing Elvis, Buddy Holly,
Roy Orbison, Richie Valens, and many others. At 6’6” tall, Larry was a gentle giant
who loved to tell stories and entertain. He is survived by his beloved wife Gail,
three daughters, and three grandchildren. “Elvis has left the building.”

John (Jack) Weir – Jack was not a member of the Association but he served on

Ticonderoga in 1957. He passed away on April 19, 2020. He is survived by his wife
Linda.

Dennis J Malarkey – Dennis was a Life Member who passed away on December

12, 2015of bile duct cancer. We just heard from his wife Sue. While on board from
1959‐1961 he was an ETN2 in CR Division and most recently lived Hemet,
California. Thank you Sue!

Buren L Blackwelder Captain Blackwelder was a Life Member

who passed away May 19, 2020 of natural causes, he was 96
years old. He is survived by his wife Jane and two children. He
served in the Navy for 32 years and, in that time, received the
distinguished Greek Cross for helping to teach Greek pilots how
to fly the Helldiver Aircraft. While on board Tico from
1963‐1965 he was third in command. He was later stationed
in Chania, Crete with his wife Jane until his retirement from
the Navy. After his service, he worked for Northrup in Iran and
Ventura County, and later worked in Real Estate with Sue.

PAGE 17

Chaplains Corner By: LCDR Brett Inman
REPRINTED FROM APRIL 2020 DUE TO INCOMPLETE PRINTING
The U.S. population is reporting the highest stress and depression levels in
modern history. Political strife; fear of viral pandemics; threats of a major war
from Iran, North Korea, and China; record student loan debt; and extensive local
problems including drug use and homelessness all seem to be driving much of
this.
Many people report that they have tuned out much of the media, and slowed
down their use of social apps, in hopes of lowering their anxiety in their search
for peace.
The concept of peace has many different levels. Most definitions have the idea of a behavioral peace,
which includes an absence of hostility and violence between individuals or groups (including nation states);
or a psychological peace which has more to do with the thinking and emotions of an individual.
The English word “peace” came into use in various personal greetings from c.1300 as a translation of
the Hebrew word “shalom,” and was later influenced by the Anglo-French “pes,” and the Old French “pais”
(meaning peace, reconciliation, agreement).
The Hebrew word “shalom” has the idea of completeness, wholeness, and peace. Shalom also has multiple
other meanings in addition to peace, including: justice, good health, safety, well-being, prosperity, security,
equity, as well as a simple greeting of “hello” and “goodbye.”
In Scripture, shalom is tied into relationships, not only between individuals (Genesis 34:21) and nations
(1 Kings 5:12), but also between God and men (Psalm 85:8). Shalom is often tied to a covenant or a promise
kept by God. True peace is ultimately seen as a gift from God to those who faithfully follow Him, and there
will be no long-term peace given to the Wicked (Isaiah 48:22).
In the New Testament the Greek word for peace is “eirene.” This word refers the idea of rest and
tranquility. A key focus of peace in the New Testament is the advent of Jesus Christ. The Prophet Isaiah
predicted the Messiah would be the Prince of Peace, and when He was born, the angels announced in Luke
2:14 “Peace on earth…”. In 2 Thessalonians 3:16, Jesus is called the Lord of Peace. Most importantly, it is
through Jesus’ work on the cross that we can have peace with God.
It is not surprising that the world will sometimes offer a counterfeit peace. Deceitful people speak words
of peace while secretly planning to do evil. The world often gives us empty promises of peace if you do “this
or that,” and chase the newest trend, or buy the newest self-help book on the subject. The Bible tells us that
the Antichrist will someday arrive on the scene deceiving the entire world with promises of peace.
As followers of God, we are commanded to seek peace and make every effort to do what leads to peace
(Romans 14:19, Psalm 34:14, Matthew 5:9). Indeed, we are to let peace “rule” in our hearts by trusting
God’s promises (Colossians 3:15).

BELOW WAS LEFT OUT BY THE PUBLISHER
As much as we would desire to have the entire world at peace right now, Jesus said interpersonal conflicts
and war will continue to happen on this earth until He returns.
As we enter into the Easter season, let us be reminded that Jesus Christ’s resurrection has already given
us the ability to have peace in our hearts and minds (as we trust and focus on His promises and what He
has already accomplished) in the midst of the earthly chaos we see around us. If you want to experience
more peace in your life, choose to walk closer to God.
Shalom,
Chaplain Brett Inman
Reference:
What does the Bible say about peace? (n.d.). GotQuestions.org. Retrieved February 17, 2020 from
gotquestions.org/bible-peace.html
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Chaplains Corner By: LCDR Brett Inman
Maintaining perspective and keeping your eye on the ‘big
picture’ has always been an imperative skill for successful leadership.
This holds true whether in epic military battles or leading in our
individual families. It is easy to feel overwhelmed right now with all
the negative events going on in the United States and the world. If
one is not careful, all these events can lead to feelings of anger,
depression, and hopelessness.
My phone has been ringing everyday with people saying they
are just tired of it all and who want help to manage all the feelings and thoughts they are
dealing with. To top it off, my home city has three raging fires burning thousands of acres
of brush and forest. The sky is full of smoke, and at night it looks like
the entire mountain range is on fire.
One thought that helped me maintain perspective when I was in stressful situations
while on deployments with the Navy or the Marines was a phrase from the book of
Ecclesiastes: “there is nothing new under the sun.” This phrase always gave me comfort
to know that whatever we face, it has happened before (and probably will again someday);
yet the human race survived, and the world did not end.
History is full of cycles of lessons that must be re-learned with each new generation.
There have been pandemics numerous times in the past; forests burn, and new forests grow
out of the ashes; wars and rumors of wars have been happening since the beginning of
time. There has been ongoing political strife since day one of our country’s formation. Even
so, the world keeps turning, new generations are born that bring with them the hope of a
better future.
I am not saying to take a completely laissez-faire attitude about these important
matters; but it is important to understand that we only have so much control in such
pervasive matters. Scripture tells us not to spend too much time worrying about tomorrow,
and to concentrate on the things in life that God has given us the ability to influence.
Indeed, Scripture assures us that none of this has taken God by surprise, and that if
we trust God, He will work even the worst situation into something of worth at the macro
level. Our view of the timeline is so brief we are unable to see the patterns God is weaving
into our world.
How many times have we read of battles throughout history whose success
seemed hopeless, but through the skill and fortitude of a great leader, rallied his troops
on to victory?
God has all the skill, knowledge, and resources to make something of great value out
of the mess of our present world. Let us strive to rest in His sovereignty and try not to
worry about our lack of control.
If we can do that, it frees up our time, energy, and emotions to do good things for
ourselves and those around us, and not continue worrying about the things we have no
power to change.
PAGE 19

"SUPER - BOOT"
It was the same old sunset. The same sunset I'd been watching every evening for the past two months.
The red, light green and yellow-orange hues were mixing with a meager smattering of stratocumulus
greys, closely hugging a quickly dimming horizon. I was standing in the starboard catwalks aft on the
flight deck of the USS TICONDEROGA CVA-14, on Yankee station in the Gulf of Tonkin in August,
1964.
This sunset view would often be the source of epic landscape portrait or photographic essay. But to me,
it represented a redundancy that defined my duty station - Aircraft Handler (blue shirt), Fly Three.
The really exciting, mesmerizing part of this panorama was the appearance of a new black speck closely
hugging the horizon, much as a train would appear as if from nowhere, as you peered down a seemingly
endless expanse of track.
That initial black speck than grew quickly in size until it could be identified as an incoming aircraft.
Behind that first speck appeared another and then others - all in line like a moving string of black pearls,
starkly outlined against the rainbow sunset.
As the first aircraft approached and hung lazily astern in its recovery pattern, I quickly identified it as
an AD-1H SKYRAIDER, the propeller - driven workhorse of the carrier's attack force.
-----------------------------------AUTHOR'S NOTE:
The Douglas AD-1H SKYRAIDER was first introduced in 1945, after WW11 It was used as a close support aircraft in the Korean and Vietnam wars, mainly in the US Air force and from the decks of US Navy
carriers, as well as French and British carriers. A smaller cousin to the WW2 ground-support superstar
"Thunderbolt" in overall appearance, it was nicknamed the "Spad", after the WW1 English bi-plane. The
Skyraider had a remarkably long and successful career, through the 1950's, 60's and 70's, and inspired the
creation of the equally successful A-10 WARTHOG, still in front-line service today.
------------------------------------The Skyraider continued in pattern, hung briefly a few feet in the air and touched down gently. The
arresting hook neatly caught cable number two, and just as neatly released it.
Simmons, my partner for this recovery cycle, yelled to me:
"Let's go, Super-boot"!!
We fastened our head gear, picked up wheel chocks and tie-downs, and clambered onto the flight deck,
Simmons leading. I tripped over the last step, almost falling back into the catwalk, and fell half over
the edge of the flight deck. I picked myself up by rolling full-body across the flight deck two times, to
my right. I finally ended up sniffing a pad-eye from a distance of one inch. Simmons just looked at me,
shook his head, and shouted "What are you doing down there, super-boot??" I got up and quickly
rested on one knee, as if this was my most favorite, natural position of all time.
We both then sprinted towards the Spad, jumping the arresting cables. Simmons ran around the plane,
fighting the prop wash, and took the right wheel mount. I took the left. "Hindu" Henderson, the Fly
Three Plane Director (yellow shirt) was already in position, lighted wands waving to guide the plane
forward. Simmons and I were both hanging onto the wheel mounts, fighting the propwash. I could
see Hindu looking at me and shaking his head - he'd seen me rolling around on his flight deck.
We moved quickly forward off of the angled deck landing area, and into a crowded assortment of
organized confusion - the whirring, screeching, screaming mixture of sounds from A-4,s, F-8U's, A3's, being spotted for the immediate launch cycle, or positioned in a side holding area. Each time our
plane stopped, we were signaled by Hindu to apply chocks to the wheels. Hindu than passed our plane
forward to the next director and ran back
PAGE 20

aft. As I looked aft, I could see that a second Spad had landed and was moving forward . Blue
shirts were manning each wheel.
A third Skyraider was closely following on the heels of the second. I noticed right away that there
were no longer any blue shirts to handle this plane. I signaled Simmons that I was going back to
get that plane. Simmons looked at me and shook his head.
With a firm hold on my chock, I let go of my hold on the wheel mount to sprint back to Spad number
three. I braced myself against the wind and eased past Spad number two, congratulating
myself that I was clinging to the chock, a weighty hunk of steel that often served as ballast. As I
passed Spad #2, I could see a neat row of bullet holes in the fuselage, and a chunk of metal that
seemed to be missing from the tail section. We were stationed in the Gulf of Tonkin, east of North
Vietnam and its capital, Hanoi. Vietnam was a shooting war for our pilots.
I had to pass in back of this plane, to get to number three. As I passed in back, things changed
very quickly for me. Number two, making a quick turn to head forward, gunned his engine. The
extra burst of air caught me and threw me down the deck until my progress was stopped by
arresting cable #4, which I tripped over - and fell flat on my face, still clinging to my chock.
I got to my feet, dazed. I started slowly to run back aft, head down. Then I stopped. I looked up.
The third spad was stopped directly in my path. The spinning prop filled my total front view so close to my face that I could feel the whirring blades gently clipping my hair. I stood there
frozen. I had no feeling of anything - not fright, surprise, wonder - nothing. I just couldn't move.
Then, after what felt like ten hours, but was really only about ten seconds, I regained some
composure. I started moving slowly backwards, then cautiously sideways (with my chock), around
the wing to the wheel mount, and grabbed on. Off to my right, I caught a glimpse of Hindu outlined
against the island structure, lighted wands raised and crossed.
We began moving forward directly to CAT #1 and got in line, fueling and rearming on - the - go.
I left plane #3 and ran back aft of the island structure, a blue shirt staging area. Simmons was
there already. He said "Where've you been, Super-boot?" "You been skatin?" He laughed. He
knew Super-Boot never skates. I rested wearily for a moment on my chock.
A moment later, Hindu came back to join us. He walked up to me. "Super - Boot", he said, "How
long you been on deck?" "Twenty-eight hours, Hindu", I said. Hindu just shook his head. Hindu
had stopped the Skyraider when he saw me fall, and had held it in place until I got up.
I had already filed the whole incident to the farthest region of my brain, buried under piles of
nerves, neurons, cells, folds, and other brain parts. Buried along with countless other incidents of
a similar nature. Buried until some distant years later, when this incident would work its way back
to the surface to be recalled, analyzed, and endlessly replayed with a chill and a shudder.
Hindu had stopped that Spad. To this day, after forty-five years, I still have no idea what made
ME stop.
I glanced aft towards the stern and the slowly deepening sunset. The reddish - orange hues were
being replaced by blue and purple bands. The stratocumulus layers still appeared, now becoming
a deeper black against the lighter background.
A black speck appeared, as if from nowhere, and grew quickly larger. Behind it appeared another,
and then another - like a moving string of black pearls, outlined against the fading sunset.
JAMES A. GUILLOT, 3 TANGLEWOOD DRIVE, SMITHTOWN,NY 11787,
jimdad3@yahoo .com, 631-979-0231
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ATTENTION SHIPMATES & FAMILIES
WE NEED SOME CRUISER GUYS!
THE ASSOCIATION SECRETARY, DENNIS SABELL, WOULD
LIKE TO HAVE A BACKUP FOR FUTURE HEALTH REASONS.
PLEASE CONTACT
DENNIS SABELL AT (303) 881-4787.
IF NO ANSWER, PLEASE LEAVE A MESSAGE
WITH YOUR NAME & NUMBER. THANK YOU!
ALSO, THE ASSOCIATION WEBMASTER AND NEWSLETTER
PUBLISHER WOULD LIKE TO HAVE A BACKUP.
NEEDS SOMEONE WITH COMPUTER SKILLS
HE TURNS 80 THIS YEAR. PLEASE CONTACT
GORDON HUMPHREY AT 425-785-8094
IF NO ANSWER, PLEASE LEAVE MESSAGE
WITH YOUR NAME & NUMBER. THANK YOU!
ALSO WE NEED A NEW: HISTORIAN!
AND A NEW: SITE COORDINATOR!
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED, PLEASE
CONTACT PRESIDENT
LARRY QUALTER AT (914) 734-7677

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

THE SHIP’S STORE HAS CLOSED 4/15/2020
IF ANYONE IS INTERESTED IN OPERATING THE SHIP’S
STORE, PLEASE CONTACT LARRY QUALTER
AT (914) 734-7677 ASAP!
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

EDITORS NOTE: – IN ADDITION TO THE ABOVE ASSOCIATION NEEDS
THE MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN HAS INFORMED ME THAT HE WOULD
WELCOME DONATIONS SO HE CAN CONTINUE TO MEET THE COSTS
OF DATA ENTRY WORK AND WHITEPAGES.COM COSTS HE IS
INCURRING WITH THE RECRUITING WORK AND NOT HAVING TO
STOP UNTIL THE NEXT YEARS BUDGET IS APPROVED IN MAY. IF
YOU CAN HELP PLEASE SEND A CHECK MADE OUT TO THE
ASSOCIATION TO OUR SECRETARY, DENNIS SABELL AND MARK IT
FOR DATA ENTRY FUND.
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PLEASE SEND THIS FORM AND YOUR DUES TO:
DENNIS W. SABELL - SECRETARY
P. O. BOX 3178 UNIVERSAL CITY, TX 78148-2278
Make Check Payable to: USS Ticonderoga Veterans’ Association
PLEASE PRINT
NAME:

DIVISION:

RANK:

(highest while aboard) YEARS ABOARD:

APT. # / LOT #:

to

(reported ‐left)

SPOUSE'S NAME:

ADDRESS/ P.O. BOX:
CITY:

STATE:

ZIP:

Alternate Address:
Use Alternate address (Y/N) for Newsletters mailed in: Apr

Au g

December

Optional Information:
If the information below is provided you will be giving permission for
This information to be shared only with other members.
PHONE#:

CELL#:

FAX#:

E‐MAIL ADDRESS: ______________________@_________________________ Newsletter P/E?_________
Dues Included for Period:

P= Paper copy E=Email copy

($20). . . Dues for Jan. ‐ Dec. 2020

($20). . . Dues for Jan. ‐ Dec. 2024

($20). . . Dues for Jan. ‐ Dec. 2021

($20). . . Dues for Jan. ‐ Dec. 2025

($20). . . Dues for Jan. ‐ Dec. 2022

($20). . . Dues for Jan. ‐ Dec. 2026

($20). . . Dues for Jan. ‐ Dec. 2023

($20). . . Dues for Jan. ‐ Dec. 2027

. . . Or Lifetime Membership Amount (See Below)
Personal Gift Contributions to:

Memorial Fund
General Fund
USS CG‐47 Museum Room
USS CV‐14 Ship’s Bell Refurbishment
Data Entry Shipmate Locator
TOTAL

THIS FORM CAN BE
PRINTED FROM
WWW.BIGT.NET
MEMBERSHIP PAGE.

Please Remember: For dues or contribution, notify treasurer and secretary of any change of address.

Lifetime Membership Amounts:
Age 29 & under =

$ 1,100

Age 59 & under =

$ 500

Age 39 & under =

$ 900

Age 69 & under =

$ 300

Age 49 & under =

$ 700

Age 70 & older =

$ 100
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The USS Ticonderoga Veterans’ Association
P.O. BOX 3178
UNIVERSAL CITY, TX 78148-2278
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

NORFOLK, VA MAY 14-17 2021
NORFOLK AIRPORT DOUBLETREE

Reservations: (757) 457-8941

REUNION 2021 HOTEL

