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NEWS

WHAT A GREAT TIME AT NORFOLK
IN ORDER TO RECEIVE NEWSLETTERS, YOU MUST BE
CURRENT ON YOUR MEMBERSHIP. (DUES MUST BE PAID)

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
GREETINGS TO ALL SHIPMATES, FAMILY AND FRIENDS,
I am so very humbled that you have placed your trust in me as
President of the Big T. The shoes of prior Presidents are indeed
BIG To fill. I served 21 years, retiring in 2003 as a CPO. CG-47,
being 2nd ship of my 3 ships, from 1985 thru 1988. NorVA was home
for 14 years. My goal is to continue working with past and future
leadership to maintain a healthy association and to support the
changes made this year. For me, Ticonderoga was a special ship
for each of us, both CV and CG. We are one crew, and one team.
We are family! Where we go, and what we do, we do together.
What a fabulous reunion Sean McConnell pulled off in Norfolk. It was wonderful to
again see our Carrier and Cruiser shipmates from reunions past, and to meet those new
attendees. It was extra special for me to reconnect with my friend and shipmates I hadn’t
seen in 20-30 years. Of course, there was absence. Sean’s success was his leadership and
teambuilding, as well as including the work of Bill Spanbauer and Larry Qualter who had
their reunions cancelled.
Unfortunately, Covid exposure was discovered after the reunion, with a few developing
symptoms, testing positive, and one being very ill. Thankfully everyone has recovered.
Andy Anderson is our Executive VP and is already working towards 2024 in San Antonio.
Andy served on CVS 14. Jon Kettl and Jeff Hall are Sr and Jr VPs. Both served on CG47.
These guys will be leading us sooner than they know. Bob and Dennis, we can’t do it without
you! I can’t think of a better group of leaders. I am really excited about our future, not just
for KC, but for the years to come!!
We revised bylaws and are working on getting the final version published. The changes
will work in today’s technological world. Once again Sean deserves every bit of the credit
for driving that process and the positive change it will make. We also voted the 2024 reunion
to be in San Antonio, following Kansas City.
KC is moving fast, but we are on track. The hotel contract will sign soon, likely the Crown
Plaza downtown Kansas City. We heard a lot of feedback about schedules that prevented
some from attending so we are planning to shift the Banquet to Saturday allowing Sunday
to travel home. Everything should shift 1-day from what we have done the past few years.
I am sure that you will find KC to be unique, and one of the most enjoyable locations we’ve
had. The hotel has access to do about anything we want for food, shopping, nightlife and a
free light rail is about 2 blocks away. KC is called the City of Fountains, having over 200
dating back to the 1800s.
In closing, I wish you all good health and look forward to when we will meet in KC. I
value your concerns, insight, and friendship. Please reach out at any time with anything
you wish, and don’t be afraid to leave a message.
May God Bless everyone.
Jim Lutz
USS Ticonderoga Veterans’ Association
President
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Jim Lutz
1311 11th AVE
Kearney, NE 68845-6543
(308) 293-3636
jim.a.lutz@gmail.com
President@bigt.net

945 N. Delacroix Dr
Green Valley, AZ 85614-5266
(520) 648-7196
Gvalley3131@gmail.com

Olen "Andy" Anderson
510 SCHUMAN ST
FOREMAN, AR 71836-8929
(903) 701-3198
olengene@yahoo.com
EVP@bigt.net

560 Maple Ave.
Doylestown, PA 18901-4451
(215) 348-9981
deasyjjr@aol.com

12136 Sawhill Blvd
Spotsylvania, VA 22553-3678
(540) 226-1269
Jonkettl@gmail.com
1stVP@BigT.net

Jeff Hall
4920 Interchange Rd
Lehighton, PA 18235
(610) 606-1223
Jefmisbr@ptd.net
2NDVP@BigT.net

69 Hemlock Circle
Peekskill, NY 10566-4963
(914) 734-7677
Lqualter65@gMail.com

Historian@BigT.net

1899 COUNTY ROAD FF
OSHKOSH, WI 54904-6818
(920) 410-7500
ticoht2sw@gmail.com

1150 Baywood Ave
Camarillo, CA 93010-3005
(805) 484-2930
ticovet@verizon.net

4590 Linwood Circle
Deep Haven, MN 55331-9297
(952) 474-4731

8838 E Cooper St
Tucson, AZ 85710-4416
(520) 909-3998
Binman4@Cox.net

VACANT
NEED VOLUNTEER

jbdupont@outlook.com

5808 SW 27TH STREET
Topeka, KS 66614
(785) 271-5900
JHox123@yahoo.com

Maricopa, AZ 85138
(516) 509-2521
papacva14@gmail.com

2504 McNutt
Bakersfield, CA 93306-4469
NEEDS BACKUP (661) 872-8850
PO BOX 3178 DUE TO HEALTH jlunscva14@sbcglobal.net
Universal City, TX 78148
(210) 540-0606
red62lion@gmail.com
554 MOUNTAIN RD
Boiling Springs, PA 17007-9515
(717) 713-3895
96 Esmeralda Rd
Sean1465@comcast.net
St Augustine, FL 32095-8506
(757) 754-0547
trons4life@yahoo.com
Treasurer@bigt.net
1749 9th Ave
San Francisco, CA 94122
415-661-6753
lcdrmcdonell@gmail.com

9260 Hilltop Lane
Bloomington, IL 61705
(309) 827-4017
sandycodd@aol.com

Jerry Cunningham
9419 W. Timberline Dr
Sun City, AZ 85351
(928) 848-7771

4141 Inola Trl. Ne
Roswell, GA 30075-1658
(770) 335-1715
joemac1948@yahoo.com

9608 Tomahawk Trail
FT Worth, TX 76244
(303) 884-7565
GeorgePSR@aol.com

1150 Baywood Ave.
Camarillo, CA 93010-3005
(805) 484-2930

ticovet@verizon.net

Jerry Cunningham
9419 W. Timberline Dr
Sun City, AZ 85351
(928) 848-7771

6833 Clover Circle
West Jorden, UT 84084-2103
(801) 699-6811
Membership@BigT.net

1900 Cellini Terrace
Brentwood, CA 94513

(925) 683-2742
rah2016@sbcglobal.net

VACANT
NEED VOLUNTEER

VACANT
NEED VOLUNTEER

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE AT: WWW.BIGT.NET

OFFICERS, DIRECTORS, AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS 2022 - 2023

2771 Cherrydale Falls Drive
Henderson, NV 89052-7005
(425) 785-8094
WebMaster@bigt.net

NEEDS BACKUP
NEEDS REPLACEMENT

FOR DETAILS ON NEEDED VOLUNTEERS SEE PAGE 4

Editor’s Note -

You will notice the request on next page for backup for the Secretary.
Dennis does not have any problem with most of the job and wants to teach someone the
process of what he does with membership requests and dues and providing the mailing list
for the newsletter. What he is not able to do is to check with members to see if the data we
have on file is correct and that the member is still alive. This could be done by email or
phone call. If this is something you are willing to do please contact Dennis at (210) 540-0606
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ATTENTION SHIPMATES & FAMILIES
WE NEED SOME GREAT CRUISER GUYS!
THE ASSOCIATION SECRETARY, DENNIS SABELL, WOULD LIKE TO HAVE A
BACKUP FOR HEALTH REASONS. PLEASE CONTACT: DENNIS SABELL AT
(303) 881-4787.
IF NO ANSWER, PLEASE LEAVE A MESSAGE OR TEXT
WITH YOUR NAME & NUMBER. THANK YOU!
ALSO, THE ASSOCIATION WEBMASTER / NEWSLETTER PUBLISHER NEEDS TO
HAVE A BACKUP.
THIS IS A PAID POSITION. HE NEEDS SOMEONE
WITH COMPUTER SKILLS HE IS NOW 81 .
HE WILL BE STEPPING DOWN IN THE FUTURE FOR HEALTH REASONS. SO
THERE NEEDS TO BE A TRANSITION PERIOD!
PLEASE CONTACT: GORDON HUMPHREY AT WEBMASTER@BIGT.NET OR
425-785-8094 IF NO ANSWER, PLEASE LEAVE MESSAGE WITH YOUR
NAME & NUMBER, OR YOU CAN TEXT HIM AT THE ABOVE CELL NUMBER.
THANK YOU!
ALSO WE NEED A: NEW SITE COORDINATOR! & REUNION COORDINATOR!
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED, PLEASE CONTACT PRESIDENT
JIM LUTZ AT (308) 293-3636
OR EMAIL: PRESIDENT@BIGT.NET

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

DONATIONS MADE TO USS TICONDEROGA VETERANS' ASSOCIATION
FROM 03/01/2022 TO 06/30/2022

FIRST NAME
Joseph
Michael
Mike
Ed
Ray

LAST NAME

THANK YOU!
GENERAL MEMORIAL
FUND
FUND

Abousselman
Brookbank
Hanley
Heasley
Walsh

X
X
X

CG‐47
MUSEUM

X
X
X

X

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
NEW MEMBERS BETWEEN 03/01/2022 and 06/30/2022

WELCOME ABOARD!
FIRST NAME
Carlos
Jeff
Steven
Mark
Michael
Joseph
Thomas
Warren

LAST NAME
Alexander
Hall
Hartman
Metzger
Noriega
Partlow
Traver
Woodley

DIVISION
S
1ST
R
OC
OI
OI
V‐6
S

RATE/RANK YRS ABOARD
E4
82‐87
BMC SW
91‐96
HTC
85‐91
LT
91‐93
OS2 SW
90‐95
OS2 SW
91‐94
E4
60‐64
SK2
82‐85
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CITY
Forest City
Lehighton
Virginia Beach
Elburn
Fredericksburg
Noblesville
El Cajon
Whitakers

STATE
NC
PA
VA
IL
VA
IN
CA
NC

SHIP
CG47
CG47
CG47
CG47
CG47
CG47
CVA14
CG47

PAGE 5

CARRIER CREW COLLAGE
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CARRIER CREW COLLAGE CONTINUED
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BANQUET PHOTOS
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FIRST NAME
JOHN
CHARLES
OLEN
CLIFF
EDGAR
ANDY
JAMES
AMY
EDGAR
JOHN
GARY
CLIFF
LEWIS
ART
PARKER
BOB
JULIEN
KURT
SANDY
CALVIN
JULIA
MILO
HEIDI
DIALA
MARK
JANET
KETtH
LES
SARAH
KIM
BRIAN
RON
BONNIE
MIKE
JOHN
JERRY
LINDA
TIMOTHY
CHARLES
ANDREW
CAROL
KURT
GENE
BETH
REGIS
ROBERT
JIM
GARY
JOYCE
GARY
LARRY
NANCY
BARBARA

49TH ANNUAL REUNION IN NORFOLK, VA IN 2022 ATTENDEES BY STATE
LAST NAME
CITY
STATE FIRST NAME LAST NAME
CITY
STATE
ALLFREY
ATHENS
AL
JEFF
WEPPLER
SETAUKET
NY
RAGSDALE
BENTON
AR
DAVID
ROCCO
YORKTOWN HEIGHTS NY
ANDERSON
FOREMAN
AR
HUGO
ARIAS
CANTON
OH
YOUNG
MARICOPA
AZ
TAMIE
ARIAS
CANTON
OH
TROTTER
CAMARILLO
CA
ERIC
YOUNG
NORTH CANTON
OH
McTIGUE
IRVINE
CA
REMINGTON MCCONNELL BOILING SPRINGS
PA
LONEY
NEWHALL
CA
SEAN
MCCONNELL BOILING SPRINGS
PA
SCHMIDT
DENVER
CO
JOHN
DEASY
DOYLESTOWN
PA
TROTTER III
HIGHLANDS RANCH
CO
JEFF
HALL
LEHIGHTON
PA
ANDRULONIS MANCHESTER
CT
MISSY
HALL
LEHIGHTON
PA
DUCHESN
MANCHESTER
CT
ANGIE
EDDY
PENFIELD
PA
STRUMELLO
SEYMOUR
CT
LINDA
EDDY
PENFIELD
PA
TROTTER
BRADENTON
FL
TOM
EDDY
PENFIELD
PA
AVERY
LARGO
FL
LELAND
PARKER
COCKEYVILLE
TN
PATTERSON
RIVERVIEW
FL
GEORGE
PASSANTINO FORT WORTH
TX
SULLIVAN
ST AUGUSTINE
FL
PATRICIA
PASSANTINO FORT WORTH
TX
CARNEY
VERO BEACH
FL
DENNIS
SABELL
UNIVERSITY CITY
TX
CARNEY
VERO BEACH
FL
HOLLY
SABELL
UNIVERSITY CITY
TX
MURPHY
FAYETTEVILLE
GA
ALBERT
ROBERTS
WEST JORDEN
UT
TURNER
FAYETTEVILLE
GA
MICHAEL
BROOKBANK ALEXANDRIA
VA
TURNER
FAYETTEVILLE
GA
PAM
HONEY
CHESAPEAKE
VA
DALEY
MARIETTA
GA
DUSTY
FORBES
CHASE CITY
VA
EGUSQUIZA
BOISE
ID
SHELLY
FORBES
CHASE CITY
VA
METZGER
ELGIN
IL
LENORE
WALSH
FAIRFAX
VA
METZGER
ELGIN
IL
RAYMOND WALSH
FAIRFAX
VA
ALSUP
LAFAYETTE
IN
MICHAEL
NORIEGA
FREDERICKSBURG
VA
ALYEA
LAFAYETTE
IN
JONATHAN KETTL
SPOTSYLVANIA
VA
MCCULLOUGH BERRYTON
KS
GLENN
GREEN
NORFOLK
VA
MCCULLOUGH BERRYTON
KS
KEN
BAILEY
PORTSMOUTH
VA
GILBERT
TECUMSEH
KS
DEBBIE
ANGELLIS
SPRINGFIELD
VA
DAUGHERTY
EDGEWATER
MD
PAUL
DOWNEY
SPRINGFIELD
VA
TUCKER
MECHANICSVILLE
MD
JOHN
MARTIN
VIRGILINA
VA
KNIGHT
MOLLYWOOD
MD
LINDA
MARTIN
VIRGILINA
VA
KNIGHT
MOLLYWOOD
MD
BRAD
LEHMAN
HAMPTON
VA
DUPONT
DEPHAVEN
MN
PATRICK
MURPHY
NORFOLK
VA
RATCLIFF
FRIDLEY
MN
BRENDA
BLYTHE
VIRGINIA BEACH
VA
MCCOY
NEW ALBANY
MS
BOB
BRINER
VIRGINIA BEACH
VA
MCCOY
NEW ALBANY
MS
CATHERINE EMERICK
VIRGINIA BEACH
VA
TAMBERG
SEMINARY
MS
JAMES
EMERICK
VIRGINIA BEACH
VA
ALTHAUS
HELENA
MT
NANCY
GRISWALD
VIRGINIA BEACH
VA
UPHOFF
CHPLE HILL
NC
STEVEN
HARTMAN
VIRGINIA BEACH
VA
UPHOFF
CHPLE HILL
NC
MICHAEL
KAISER
VIRGINIA BEACH
VA
GARETT
MATTHEWS
NC
MIKE
MITCHELL
VIRGINIA BEACH
VA
GARRETT
MATTHEWS
NC
HERMAN
PICKLES
VIRGINIA BEACH
VA
SCANLON
NEW BERN
NC
BILL
WALLER
VIRGINIA BEACH
VA
BRAINARD
RALEIGH
NC
JOHN
FINLAYSON
BONNEY LAKE
WA
LUTZ
KEARNEY
NE
LAURIE
FINLAYSON
BONNEY LAKE
WA
SCHMIDT
POTTER
NE
JENNY
KLIMEK
LAVALLE
WI
SCHMIDT
POTTER
NE
THOMAS
LANGE
LAVALLE
WI
HUMPHREYS WENONAH
NJ
LEXI
CARLSON
OSKOSH
WI
QUALTER
PEEKSKILL
NY
BILL
SPANBAUER OSKOSH
WI
QUALTER
PEEKSKILL
NY
LOUIE
SPANBAUER OSKOSH
WI
WEPPLER
SETAUKET
NY
GREG
JANES
PARKERSBURG
WV
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SECRETARY’S LETTER
Hello again Shipmates and Friends!
Yay! We managed to have a real reunion in 2022. Norfolk was great
and it was fantastic to see some faces and hear some voices that I have
been missing for the past two years. We really should do this regularly!
I am looking forward to Kansas City (2023) and San Antonio (2024).
I know inflation and passing time is affecting us all. The Association
will always try to remain “relevant, accessible, and worth the cost”
because we like what we do and we hope you do too. *
So, I think it is very important to understand the purpose of the Association. We are not
the American Legion, VFW, etc. There are many Veterans’ Service organizations out there
and quite a few of our members are very active individually or as members of these
organizations. We encourage members who have special information and contacts relevant
to the needs of fellow shipmates to share, but that is not why this particular Association was
established.
The Ticonderoga Veterans’ Assn was created with Fellowship, Nostalgia, and
Entertainment in mind. Our goals are not political and we are not primarily organized to
champion veterans’ causes. What we do is provide ways to stay in touch with “Tico”
shipmates, tell our stories, remember our common experiences, attempt to preserve artifacts,
maintain an interesting website and newsletter, and provide opportunity to meet face to face
annually for a few laughs and tears. (Phew! Long sentence.)
In other words our primary goal is to stay in touch and keep our memories alive because
we shared some amazing experiences.
We all have serious issues as we grow older. Some are directly associated with our military
service and need to be recognized and resolved. However, there is another side to our service,
a much happier side. We all had unique experiences, silly fun times, and stuff that only
happens in the military when you bring young men and women from all over the country
together and order them to do the impossible. There is pride in our service, pride in our
ships, goofy memories, lifetime friendships, stories that need constant re-telling, and bonds
that cannot be broken. That is what this Association is about. Smiles! Friends! Experiences!
Memories!
Sometimes, at the reunions, the sounds, smells, and emotions come back and seem like
they only happened yesterday. ... It gets pretty “salty”! I hope we can continue to put aside
our problems for a short time, have a laugh at the expense of a shipmate, remember when
we were young and could do “anything”, and just enjoy seeing old friends!
Please Note *: Dues for All Lifetime Membership age groups have been by increased by $50.
For example: even if the form shows $100 for membership over age70, it will now cost those
in that group $150 to become a Lifetime Member. Regular dues remain at $20/year. (Don’t
blame us for inflation!)
If you are considering backing me up and eventually taking my job, Thank you!
Here is the “correct” phone number to reach me (210) 540-0606 (leave a message).

Dennis SaBell - Secretary Email: dsabell@comcast.net
Mail: P.O. Box 3178, Universal City, TX 78148-2278
PAGE 10

Chaplains Corner By: LCDR Brett Inman
Greetings Shipmates, Family & Friends,
A few weeks ago I was viewing the Tico CG 47 Facebook website and came
across the picture below.
It is an aerial view of the ship in various stages of being dismantled:
Among the various comments below the
picture, someone had commented on the legacy she
is leaving us even though she will no longer
physically exist. I felt led to ponder this statement.
How does a metal ship full of electronics and
weapons leave a legacy? Webster’s definition of
the word “Legacy” is, “something received from
an ancestor or predecessor or from the past.”
Can a war ship leave a legacy like a person?
Are there certain aspects of the Ticonderoga’s“…
personality” that can carry on past her demise like
a family member? Can a ship like the Ticonderoga
leave an indelible imprint on those who lived within
her and be passed on to a new generation? I think
the answer to these questions is, yes. I can say,
“Yes,” because the ship, with all her unique traits
and challenges, never operated in isolation without her human crew. The crew both added to and are the recipients
of her legacy.
Here are some of the ways that I see how the USS Ticonderoga CG 47 has impacted those around her. I
am sure you can come up with additional examples, and I encourage you to do so in her honor.
Ticonderoga’s presence, whether participating in a taskforce or out cruising on her own, definitely
influenced the local geopolitical issues of wherever she was. The local economies certainly received a boost every
shore leave. Numerous humanitarian projects had been conducted by the ship’s crew across the globe to bless the
poor or orphaned. Joint exercises with foreign navies strengthened relationships with additional opportunities to
exchange crew members and make friends. She participated in some key rescues: a Coast Guard rescue swimmer
who became stranded at sea (captured in a Reader’s Digest article), and also retrieving a pilot who had been shot
down. She acted as the secret guardian to a civilian group endangered of being shot at by a foreign country. We
saw smooth seas that lit the night in iridescent blues and greens and comets in the night sky almost as bright as
the moon. We experienced storms where the white water rolled up over the ninety-foot bridge and bent the steel
rails like they were made of taffy. We have seen thousands of gleeful dolphins leaping up out of the sea as they
escorted us through the Straights of Gibraltar. These are just a few stories from my time on the Tico and I am sure
there are many more in the decade before and after my time on her!
If you asked any of the crew members who maintained the ship’s numerous systems, they would say she
had her own personality. The engineers knew her heartbeat. The electricians knew her nervous system, and the
navigators knew her wanderlust to explore new places. Those in the CIC knew her mood to “fight the ship” on
any given day.
Thousands of crewmembers have lived life on her, in good times and in rough times. Some loved every
minute, and some, not so much. Many attained a higher rank during their time on board and a few lost rank. Some
received metals of merit, and others went to Captain’s Mast. Whatever your experience on the Tico, the time on
her helped form and hone a part of who you are today. That is legacy - the very legacy that is burned into our
hearts and minds and ingrained in the sea stories we now tell our grandchildren.
God has given each of us the choice to decide what type of legacy we will leave for the future. He has
given the Tico crew members a special blessing by allowing our legacy to be part of the Ticonderogas’.

Chaplain Brett

Inman
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IN MEMORY OF RICH RADIGONDA

Rich Radigonda, 81, passed away peacefully, surrounded by his family,
after a very long courageous battle with Cancer, and Myelodysplastic Syndrome
(MDS), on January 18, 2020. Rich lived a cherished and exciting life. He was
born in San Francisco in 1938, and lived there during his early life. He graduated
from Riordan High School in 1957, and then served his county in the Navy aboard
the USS Ticonderoga aircraft carrier. While on the ship he was an AN in V-1
Div from 1957-1959. In 1960 he married Jean Tretheway Radigonda, and started
his own auto repair business (Rich's Auto and Truck), which he operated successfully for 40 years.
To raise their three

children, Gina, Tosca and Rich, Jr. they moved and lived in the

Alamo/Danville/Walnut Creek area for many years before Rich settled in Vallejo. In 2000 we opened
our museum Room on the USS HORNET in Alameda, CA in a room on the 02 Level of the ship. A
few years later they decided to move all the carrier rooms in the 02 level to the 2nd deck. We were
assigned a larger room that we had. The room was painted and the floor tile repaired or deck painted
and we moved what we had in the old room to our new room. We were fortunate to have Al Hagmann
to get this work done over those years. Al stepped down to let some one else take over the next phase
of outfitting our new room. Fortunately Richard Radigonda volunteered to take over the job as our
Liaison to the HORNET. The first picture below shows Rich and our present Liaison to the USS
HORNET, Robert Hildebrand by the sign at the entrance to our room. That sign is a copy of the sign
we have at the entrance to our room on the USS YORKTOWN in Charleston, SC. The second picture
shows two planes on a flight deck that Rich built. The third picture is a picture of some of the planes
Rich made or bought in a display case in the room. The fourth picture is of Rich receiving a plaque
to honor all the work he had done on the room presented to him by Ed Trotter on a tour of the USS
HORNET during our 2010 reunion in San Francisco, CA.
Pictures of the museum room can be seen in the newsletters you have or are on the website on FEB
2010 Page 22, OCT 2010 Pages 10 and 11, OCT 2017 Pages 6 and 7 and the large Mural of planes in
the hanger deck are in the April 2016 newsletter on page 20.
Rich was an extremely talented artist and he created many stunning paintings of all types of aircraft,
race cars, wildlife, and marsh panoramas, along with being an extraordinary duck decoy carver. He
went on to win numerous prestigious awards, including Best of Show for his "Flying Pintail", and the
2005 California Duck Stamp. He painted a remarkable mural on the USS Hornet of all the various
planes that have flown off that ship, and another large mural that hangs at Travis Airforce Base. His
depiction of decoy carver Richard "Fresh Air Dick" Janson graces the current issue of California
Waterfowl. Rich is survived by his sister Diane Warde of Stockton, his children, Gina Gonzales (Jon),
Tosca Feliciello (Angelo), and Richard Radigonda, Jr. (Lorinda), and his 5 grandchildren Milan
Feliciello, Dante Radigonda, Nicolas Gonzales, Violet Radigonda, and Lily Radigonda.
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IN MEMORY OF RICH RADIGONDA
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GENERAL MEETING
(Due to space limitations the minutes are summarized):
The meeting was called to order by President Sean McConnell. Attendees stood for the
Pledge of Allegiance and the session began with self-introductions by each attendee.
Secretary’s report. Dennis SaBell waived reading the minutes of previous meetings citing
relevance due to the “CoVid gap”. Dennis reported 47 new members and 64 known deceased
members since last reunion for a roster loss of 17. He briefly explained how dues and
donations are received and deposited by the Secretary so he can make the necessary roster
profile entries, send out member cards, and mail confirmation letters. He stressed the
importance of sending timely, legible, and accurate forms for address or other profile changes.
(Dennis is still looking for a backup, he can be reached or you can leave a message at: (210)
540-0606).
Treasurer’s report. Bob Sullivan presented the Association’s financial position and
activity for the past year in detail, presented the new budgeted amounts for next year, and
explained the changes (Bob’s reports were previously reviewed for accuracy and approved
by the Oversight Committee). Bob explained how we now control reunion start-up costs
(hotel deposits, etc.) as a part of the general budget. These budgeted costs will ultimately be
recovered from reunion proceeds. The total budget last year was $12,600. The new proposed
budget is $11,100. Differences are: $1,500 reduction in the current year reunion start up
budget, $400 paid last year for three year Bond insurance policy not due this year, $400 added
for the Historical Committee, and $100 reduction in the Membership Committee budget.
President McConnell asked for a motion to accept the Secretary’s and Treasurer’s reports
and to approve the new budget. Motions were made and seconded. Vote was unanimous for
acceptance and approval.
Committee reports. President McConnell presented an update of current and planned
Committee activities. He first discussed the goals of the Historical committee. The primary
focus of this committee this year will be organizing and accounting for artifacts that are
currently scattered in many locations, engaging with outside organizations to clarify
ownership, and determine ultimate destinations and responsibility. The Membership
committee chair will be working with the Board to update how we locate and recruit new
members and communicate with existing members. Goals are to interface with other
organizations, expand our potential membership base and, this year, to work with president
Jim Lutz and the Board to begin looking for a possible professional upgrade of our website
to allow ”members-only” access to certain information, provide more secure payment options,
and improved interaction options and appearance. Next Sean talked about Chaplain Brett
Inman and how he is an active resource for both spiritual needs and life counseling and that
he would appreciate being contacted when a member passes away so he can contact the
family.
Reunion reports. President McConnell noted that we do not have a dedicated reunion
coordinator and since Sardo Sanchez stepped down, 2022-2023 President Jim Lutz and
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GENERAL MEETING (CONTINUED)
2023-2024 President Andy Anderson will be coordinating the next two reunions. He
introduced Andy to discuss the 2024 reunion. Andy promised to do his best and proposed
San Antonio as the 2024 location. Sean asked if there were any other recommendations.
There were none, so, a motion to vote was made and seconded. San Antonio will be the
2024 location. Sean then called on Jim Lutz to report progress for the 2023 Kansas City
reunion. Jim said that his first objective is making a hotel choice and getting a contract.
He asked for input from the membership as to whether it would be preferable to have a
more expensive hotel closer to downtown and attractions or a less expensive outlying hotel
with a 20 minute drive to downtown. There was some discussion about inflation and ability
of some members to afford more expensive options. I am not sure Jim’s question was
answered but he is proceeding with the search. Jim indicated that there were several options
for entertainment and tours including the WW1 Museum, Jim will continue to work on this
and will have updates in the newsletter.
Old Business. Again, due to 2 year CoVid break there was no relevant old business.
New business. There was a suggestion that we should consider virtual broadcast of our
reunions for those members who cannot attend for various reasons. Cost and how the
viewer would pay were issues but it was decided that it was a potential idea for further
consideration. Ed Trotter discussed the future of the Maritime Museum and the items in
warehouse storage. I was not able to adequately hear his comments on the recording but it
is an item for the Historical committee and Board to consider and help resolve if possible
as discussed previously. Finally, Sean said that he and others have been talking to many
of the younger locals about what it would take to get them to join, come to reunions and
participate. There was concern about the May reunion timeframe for reunions because of
conflict with family events (weddings graduations etc.) and a suggestion that having the
banquet on Saturday might be a better choice for those who are still are working. The
Board will be meeting between now and next reunion and these issues will be discussed.
ByLaws. Proposed Bylaw changes detailed in the April 2022 Newsletter were reviewed
by the Board and approved for vote at the general meeting. Although discussion of details
is too lengthy for these summary minutes, most of the changes were grammatical or meant
to reflect changes in the size of the organization and present a more realistic depiction of
current participation and purpose. Before the vote it was decided that changes in the number
and retirement of board members were unnecessary and any proposed changes to this
process were to be ignored for now. Please refer to the April Newsletter for complete details.
Questions may be addressed to Board Members who will be working on physical redraft
in the future. A motion to approve the updated bylaws as discussed was voiced, seconded,
and approved by vote of the General membership in attendance..
The meeting was adjourned.
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END OF AN ERA
We have heard from Mr. Robert Berry, Vice President of
International Shipbreaking Limited, LLC in Brownsville, TX that
the ex-Ticonderoga (CG-47) dismantling was completed June
22, 2022 and the company had a small ceremony to
commemorate the occasion. Sad, but now we have the final
end for her and it might be a good time to review her
history/timeline.
During her life she completed 5 MED Cruises and 3
Caribbean Cruises. Decommissioned in Pascagoula, MS 30
September 2004 and towed to Naval Inactive Ship Maintenance
Facility in Philadelphia, PA where she arrived on 10 Oct 2004 Formally striken from
the Naval Vessel Register, for disposal on May 2013 Started tow from Naval Inactive
Ship Maintenance Facility in Philadelphia, PA on 3 September 2020. Arrived at
International Shipbreaking Limited, LLC in Brownsville, TX for scrapping on 23
September 2020 Completed dismantling at International Shipbreaking Limited, LLC
in Brownsville, TX June 22, 2022.
USS TICONDEROGA CG-47 Life Timeline
Fiscal Year 1978 funding was authorized for construction of CG-47
Keel laying ceremony occurred on 27 January 1980 at Ingalls Shipbuilding, Pascagoula, MS
Launched 25 April 1981 in Pascagoula, MS
Christened on 16 May 1981by Nancy Reagan, Ship Sponsor in Pascagoula, MS
Delivered to the Navy on 13 December 1982
Commissioned on January 22, 1983 in Pascagoula, MS
Moved to Home port Norfolk, VA
Shifted Home port to Pascagoula, MS in June 1996
Completed final Deployment 3 August 2004
During her lifetime she completed 5 MED Cruises and 3 Caribbean Cruises
Decommissioned in Pascagoula, MS 30
September 2004 and towed to Naval Inactive
Ship Maintenance Facility in Philadelphia, PA
where she arrived on 10 Oct 2004
May 2013 formally striken from the Naval
Vessel Register, for disposal
September 3, 2020 started tow from Naval
Inactive Ship Maintenance Facility in
Philadelphia, PA
Arrived at International Shipbreaking
Limited, LLC in Brownsville, TX for
scrapping on 23 September 2020.
Completed dismantling at International
Shipbreaking Limited, LLC in Brownsville,
TX June 22, 2022.
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We got to see GRUMAN FM-2 Wildcat take off and land on the grass field there

We got to take a waterfront cruise that went the length of the Naval Base waterfront. Between us
and the base there was a barrier in the water for security purposes. Those who had been on ships
at the Naval Base had the view of looking out over the barrier into the bay. This time we had the
opportunity to look over the barrier into the base and ships. On June 7, 2022 another company’s
cruise ship, The Spirit of Norfolk, caught on fire while making a tour with a little over 100
passengers, most of them elementary school children.
The passengers were all moved from the Spirit of Norfolk to the Victory Rover, (the ship on
which we took our tour) which returned them to the dock at Town Point Park. The Spirit of
Norfolk was towed to Pier 4 with its two crew members on board, the Navy said. Those crew
members disembarked upon arrival. To get more details you can google Spirit of Norfolk fire
and see videos and other information. The ship is expected to be a total loss.
Life Member William Waller bought a Church friend to the hospitality room on Thursday, May
12, 2022 and again for the dinner on Sunday, May 15, 2022. His friend is Bob Briner who is the
son of Harmon Vedder Briner who was a CDR and the Chief Engineer on CV-14. After the
Kamikaze attack on the ship on Jan 21, 1945, CAPT Keifer did all he could do to save the ship
and he succeeded in that. At that time, because he was severely wounded, he had to turn over the
Command of the ship to the Senior Line Officer who was fit to take command. That just happened
to be CDR Briner. He took command on Jan 21, 1945 and took the ship back to the base at the
island of Ulithi, arriving on Jan 24, 1945. While there the wounded were transferred to hospital
ship, SAMARATAIN (AH-10), (For related articles see July 2013 Newsletter pages 9-13 for story
on Walter Mallett, one of 3 Silver Star awardees and Oct 2015 newsletter pages 14-17) the Air
Group was transferred to Hancock, (CV-19) and passengers bound for home were embarked. At
this point on January 28, 1945 CDR Briner was relieved as the second Commanding Officer of
CV-14 by CAPT Giles Elza Short who commanded the ship until it reached the Puget Sound
Naval Shipyard in Bremerton to undergo the necessary repairs to be able to return to the war.
CDR Briner was the Commanding Officer of USS HAROLD J. ELLISON, DD-864 from Oct
1947-Aug 1948. He retired from the NAVY as a CAPT in June 1956. Bob Briner graduated from
the U. S. Naval Academy in June 1954 and later became the XO of USS HAROLD J. ELLISON,
DD-864 from 1966-1968. He later became Commanding Officer of the USS McCAFFERY,
DD-860 and USS NEWPORT NEWS, CA-148 Bob retired from the NAVY as a CAPT in February
1979. At the reunion dinner it just happened that the seat next to Bob was empty and became
filled by Associate Member David Rocco who just happens to be the co-author of “The
INDESTRUCTIBLE MAN” {The Incredible True Story of the Legendary Sailor the Japanese
Couldn’t Kill}. Needless to say, Bob and David did not stop talking during the whole dinner.
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When there was a slight pause in the dinner program David slipped out and went to his room.
When he returned he presented Bob a signed copy of the hard copy book which came out in 2021.
The Paperback came out in 2017. Both are available from Amazon.com. Bob was also presented
copies of DVDs entitled Kamikaze Attack on USS TICONDEROGA, THE BATTLE OF
MIDWAY, A Dive Bomber Pilot’s Fresh Perspective and a DDG-108 INTRO – USS WAYNE
E MEYER and the other DVD Putting AEGIS to SEA (events in the life of CG-47 until she was
in the Fleet), CG-47 Decommissioning Ceremony and DDG-108 Intro. These DVDs and other
CG-47 Decommissioning memorabilia are available at ticocgstore.com.

REUNION STATISTICS/INFORMATION
According to the Reunion Attendees list on page 9 we had 106 attendees at the 2022
Reunion. Attendee includes those who dropped by the hospitality room for a visit or
went to the Seafood Dinner at Captain George’s Seafood Restaurant in Virginia
Beach.
We had 58 Cruiser attendees and 48 Carrier attendees. This is the first time we have
had more Cruiser attendees than carrier attendees. We also had a record number of
sons attending with 3 Cruiser member sons and 1 Carrier member son enjoying the
reunion/fellowship. We had one new WWII carrier crew member in attendance and
were able to give him a piece of the flight deck from CV-14.
**** If your name/home town in the attendee list on page 9 is wrong or missing please
provide the correct information to the Newsletter Editor, Ed Trotter at
ticovet@verizon.net. Also, if you do not see you picture on pages 6, 7, 8, 20 and 21 let
him know that.
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When CV-14 was repaired and returned to action in the Pacific it had many new members
(dubbed the replacement crew) and many of these men are Association Members and have come
to our reunions. This year GM3 Herman M. Pickles, Jr. from Virginia Beach found us and was
able to attend with his wife??? and daughter Nancy Griswald. See Aug 2021 newsletter, page 19
for article on Herman and how he talked to Life Member, Tom Eddy, AC3, 65-68 and decided to
join the Association.
Herman joined the Navy on Dec 10, 1943 and was part of the 1945 replacement crew came
aboard In Bremerton, WA. The ship sailed back into combat in the Pacific and with Air Group
87 embarked made numerous strikes on various enemy island bases and on Japan itself. She was
in Tokyo Bay 4 days after the Surrender was signed there on Sept 2, 1945 onboard USS
MISSOURI, BB-63. Her arrival at Tokyo ended one phase of her career and began another. She
embarked homeward-bound passengers and put to sea again on the 20th. After a stop in Pearl
Harbor, the carrier reached Alameda, on 5 October. She disembarked her passengers and unloaded
cargo before heading out on the 9th to pick up another group of veterans. Ticonderoga delivered
over a thousand soldiers and sailors to Tacoma, Washington, and remained there through the 28th
for the Navy Day celebration. On 29 October, the carrier departed Tacoma and headed back to
Alameda. En route, all of the planes of Air Group 87 were transferred ashore so that the carrier
could be altered to accommodate additional passengers in the Operation Magic Carpet voyages
to follow.
Following the completion of those modifications at the Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard in
November, she headed for the Philippines and arrived at Samar on 20 November. She returned
to Alameda on 6 December and debarked almost 4,000 returning servicemen. The carrier made
one more Magic Carpet run in December 1945 and January 1946 before entering the Puget Sound
Naval Shipyard to prepare for inactivation. Almost a year later on 9 January 1947, Ticonderoga
was placed out of commission and berthed with the Bremerton Group of the Pacific Reserve Fleet..

Magic Carpet Trip Hanger Bay

Tokyo Bay Cachet
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Magic Carpet Trip Hanger Bay

CRUISER CREW COLLAGE
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CRUISER CREW COLLAGE CONTINUED
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It sounds like the convention was a great success and we had a good turnout.
Unfortunately, I could not attend. My wife has been diagnosed with Stage 4 Liver
cancer and I could not leave her. But it is my hope that we can attend next year’s
convention in Kansas City, which just happens to be our home town.
Although Kansas City is not an ocean front town, I think you will find plenty
to see. The World War I museum is second to none, the Kansas City Royals could
be in town and if they are not in town, there is a minor league club that would
be fun. If you are a jazz fan, you have to visit the jazz district. And there is the
Harry Truman Presidential Library. Then there is my favorite, one that I have
missed so much – BBQ. But, I sure the committee will have more information
later.
Last issue, I wrote about some of the crew members that had played baseball
before and after the war. I also opened up to see if anyone knew or had
information about other sports figures. No one responded. This issue, I am going
to stay with the WWII theme. Next issue, let’s talk cruiser. All you cruiser sailors
out there, tell me a story you would like to share.
Okay, let’s start at the top - Dixie Kiefer. Most of you know the name Dixie
Kiefer, but do you rrrrreally know him. He was the XO on the Yorktown during
the Battle of Midway, which was the turning point for the war in the Pacific. (I’m
not going to recap the Battle of Midway. If you want to know more, there are
some great movies and books out there). But the Yorktown was hit and during
the battle to save the Yorktown, Dixie injured his leg. After everything was
squared way and Dixie was in the hospital, he was found unfit for duty. To offset
this decision, he was promoted to Captain and named Commander of the Naval
Aviation Station in Olathe, Kansas. Olathe is a suburb of Kansas City.
Hollywood would only be natural for someone like Kiefer. He had a starring
role in the documentary “The Fighting Lady”, which just happened to win an
Oscar in 1944 for “Best Documentary Feature.”
These are just a couple of stories about Dixie Kiefer. There is so much more
about him. His actions when the Big T was hit by Japanese kamikaze are very
stirring.
Dixie Kiefer was 49 year old when he died in a plane crash on November 11,
1945.
If and one is interested in reading more about Kiefer, the book “The
Indestructible Man” is very good. And can be found for sale on, of course,
Amazon. The book is worth the money.
Once again, next time let’s talk cruisers.
Jerry Cunningham
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PLEASE SEND THIS FORM AND YOUR DUES TO:
P.

DENNIS W. SABELL - SECRETARY
O. BOX 3178 UNIVERSAL CITY, TX 78148-2278
Make Check Payable to: USS Ticonderoga Veterans’ Association

PLEASE PRINT
NAME:

DIVISION:

RANK:

(highest while aboard) YEARS ABOARD:

APT. # / LOT #:

to

(reported ‐left)

SPOUSE'S NAME:

ADDRESS/ P.O. BOX:
CITY:

STATE:

ZIP:

Alternate Address:
Use Alternate address (Y/N) for Newsletters mailed in: Apr

Au g

December

Optional Information:
If the information below is provided you will be giving permission for
This information to be shared only with other members.
PHONE#:

CELL#:

FAX#:

E‐MAIL ADDRESS: ______________________@_______________________Newsletter Paper/Email?______
Dues Included for Period:

P= Paper copy E=Email copy

($20). . . Dues for Jan. ‐ Dec. 2022

($20). . . Dues for Jan. ‐ Dec. 2026

($20). . . Dues for Jan. ‐ Dec. 2023

($20). . . Dues for Jan. ‐ Dec. 2027

($20). . . Dues for Jan. ‐ Dec. 2024

($20). . . Dues for Jan. ‐ Dec. 2028

($20). . . Dues for Jan. ‐ Dec. 2025

($20). . . Dues for Jan. ‐ Dec. 2029

. . . Or Lifetime Membership Amount (See Below)
Personal Gift Contributions to:

Memorial Fund
General Fund
USS CG‐47 Museum Room
TOTAL

THIS FORM CAN BE
PRINTED FROM
WWW.BIGT.NET
MEMBERSHIP PAGE.

Please Remember: For dues or contribution, notify treasurer and secretary of any change of address.

Lifetime Membership Amounts:
Age 29 & under =

$ 1,100

Age 59 & under =

$ 550

Age 39 & under =

$ 900

Age 69 & under =

$ 350

Age 49 & under =

$ 700

Age 70 & older =

$ 150
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The USS Ticonderoga Veterans’ Association
P.O. BOX 3178
UNIVERSAL CITY, TX 78148-2278
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

NORFOLK, VA MAY 12-16 2022

