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OFFICERS, DIRECTORS, AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS 2017 - 2018

SHIPMATES! NOW HEAR THIS!
We are always looking for Memorabilia for our Museum Rooms. Soon we will be starting one at the
Mississippi Maritime and Warship Museum in Pascagoula, MS. Keep us in mind as we’ll be starting with
very little memorabilia. One thing we would like to find is Military Payment Certificates "Funny Money"
used to pay us during the Viet Nam war. If you have anything you want to donate contact Ed Trotter at
Ticovet@verizon.net. Thanks for your help in keeping our memories alive to others through our
Museum Rooms.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
GREETINGS SHIPMATES, FRIENDS AND FAMILY,

Another great reunion in Tampa, Florida. Thank you to Fred and
Phil Vance for all you did to make this year's reunion a great experi-
ence for all that attended. The 2018 reunion will be held in New
Orleans. We are already working to make this a reunion one that you
won't want to miss. Mark your calendar's for May 17 through May
21. More information will follow in upcoming coming newsletters.  Hope to see all of you
there. If you have any pictures from your days on the Ticonderoga, please send copies to me
for a special project for the 2018 reunion. Include names, dates and your division.

If you know of any shipmates that aren't members of the association and might enjoy
attending the reunion, please give them a call and invite them to join. Have a fun and safe
summer.
 Look forward to meeting all of you in New Orleans and as they say let the good times roll!

God bless,
Steve Codding

President

OUTGOING PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
GREETINGS SHIPMATES, FRIENDS AND FAMILY,

My year has come to an end as president of our Association.  The gavel
has been passed to Steve Codding, our new president, and he has hit the
ground running for the 2018 reunion in New Orleans.  It has been a sincere
pleasure serving as president this past year which had opportunities, some
successes, and several challenges.  Representing the USS Ticonderoga
Veterans Association and preserving the history of these two fine fighting ships was truly a
personal honor.
A special "Thank You" to Joyce and Lloyd Frank for your advice and assistance with the
Tampa reunion and to Sarah and Lester McCullough for making and providing a special
quilt for our raffle.  And "Thanks" to everyone who helped throughout the year and at the
reunion.  We are the sum total of all our small efforts, and I really appreciate it.  Everyone
deserves "A Job Well Done!!!"
To all my shipmates, friends, and family:  Have a safe, healthy, and happy summer.
God Bless America and God's Speed.

Fred Vance, Outgoing President
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FIRST NAME LAST NAME CITY ST FIRST NAME LAST NAME CITY ST

Robert Strother ANCHORAGE AK John Dupont DEEPHAVEN MN
Alan Baxter ANCHORAGE AK Robert Pulrang RICHFIELD MN
David Litzinger APACHE JUNCTION AZ Jeanne Pulrang RICHFIELD MN
Diane Litzinger APACHE JUNCTION AZ Walter Bowe FLORISSANT MO
Bill Blythe BULLHEAD CITY AZ Kurt Uphoff CHAPEL HILL NC
Diane Blythe BULLHEAD CITY AZ Carol Uphoff CHAPEL HILL NC
Jerry Cole GREEN VALLEY AZ Robert Brainard RALEIGH NC
Brett Inman TUCSON AZ Mary Brainard RALEIGH NC
Jeri Inman TUCSON AZ Gary Schmidt POTTER NE
Edgar Trotter CAMARILLO CA Joyce Schmidt POTTER NE
Andrew McTigue IRVINE CA Patrick McDonnell EDISON NJ
Lindee McTigue IRVINE CA Frances McDonnell EDISON NJ
George Passantino, Jr. PALMDALE CA Vic Godfrey LITTLE EGG HARBOR NJ
Al McDonnell SAN FRANCISCO CA Lloyd Frank HENDERSON NV
Janeal Granieri SAN FRANCISCO CA Joyce Frank HENDERSON NV
Cliff Strumello SEYMOUR CT Edward Weilhoefer CALVERTON NY
Fred Horsley DUNNELLON FL Susan Weilhoefer CALVERTON NY
Larry Ashman LEESBURG FL Art Avery NORTH TONAWANDA NY
Beth Ashman LEESBURG FL Deidre Christopher NORTH TONAWANDA NY
David Graf LONGWOOD FL Larry Qualter PEEKSKILL NY
Aleshia McDonald JACKSONVILLE FL Nancy Qualter PEEKSKILL NY
Dave Putnam JACKSONVILLE FL David Rocco YORKTOWN HEIGHTS NY
Janie Putnam JACKSONVILLE FL Nelson Reeves CANTON OH
Edward Benson TAMPA FL Dale Pfeiffer COSHOCTON OH
Robert Hales TAMPA FL Joyce Pfeiffer COSHOCTON OH
David Britt PARRISH FL John Koons BROKEN ARROW OK
Maureen Britt PARRISH FL Sue Wiedeman BROKEN ARROW OK
Lewis Trotter PARRISH FL Sean McConnell Boiling Springs PA
Calvin Turner FAYETTEVILLE GA John Deasy DOYLESTOWN PA
Julia Turner FAYETTEVILLE GA Charlie Hill LANSDALE PA
Sandy Murphy PEACH TREE CITY GA Wayne Patterson PINE GROVE PA
Joe McDonnell ROSWELL GA Randell Miller EDCOUCH TX
Patricia McDonnell ROSWELL GA Melanie Miller EDCOUCH TX
Joseph Dubie TOCCOA GA George Passantino FT WORTH TX
Steve Codding BLOOMINGTON IL Patricia Passantino FT WORTH TX
Sandy Codding BLOOMINGTON IL Don Lord LIVINGSTON TX
Lester McCullough BERRYTON KS Ray Walsh FAIRFAX VA
Sarah McCullough BERRYTON KS Lenore Walsh FAIRFAX VA
Fred Vance TOPEKA KS Doc Simon WHITE RIVER JCT VT
Phyl Vance TOPEKA KS Connie Aldrich WHITE RIVER JCT VT
Jay Burbach CHALMETTE LA Fred Loeffler BIRNAMWOOD WI
Patsy Burbach CHALMETTE LA Francine Senoracki BIRNAMWOOD WI
Michael Knight HOLLYWOOD MD William Spanbauer OMRO WI
Bonnie Knight HOLLYWOOD MD

46TH ANNUAL REUNION IN TAMPA, FL ATTENDEES NY STATE
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Tico Ladies Quilting

Quilt for 2018 Reunion
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Aquarium & Dolphin Boat
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A REALLY FUN BANQUET!
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USS Ticonderoga General Meeting ‐ Tampa Florida, May 21, 2017
Meeting called to order by Fred Vance, President at 10:20 AM.

• Minutes from last year’s meeting in Las Vegas were approved as written.

• Treasury and Budget Report by Bill Spanbauer and George Passantino:

Bill went over the Revenue and Expense Report time period 5/1/2016 – 4/30/17. George
Passantino announced that the Associations Budget was ahead $3700 from last year. The
Associations Budget is sound for 2017/2018. We currently have $46,025.62 in the bank. The
2016 actual expenses versus the 2016 annual budget were under by $1,905.88. A motion was
made and approved by the Association for the 2017/2018 budget.

David Rocco made a short presentation of Dixie Kiefer. A motion was made and approved to
make David Rocco an Honorary Member of the USS Ticonderoga Association.

• Historian Report by David Graf:

The Tico Bell is still at North Island and the decision to leave it at North Island was made. The
Sea Bees will do the volunteer work to have it refurbished.

It was reported that the Mississippi Maritime Museum is a work in progress prior to receiving
the CG‐47 memorabilia.

• News Letter Report by Ed Trotter:

The Newsletter will remain the same. However the printing and postage costs will be reduced
because of members passing away from an analysis that Ed had done. Ed encouraged
members that have taken pictures at the 2017 reunion to send them on to himself or Gordon.
He also asked members to send in articles for the Newsletter that is of interest to our
members.

• Membership Report by David Litzinger:

Dave mentioned that the Membership part of our Association is always a work in progress for
taking deceased members off and adding new ones. All of us in our association should be
recruiting new members to keep our association strong.

Larry Qualter is helping with the Face Book page.

• Approval of Officers for 2017/2018:

President: Steve Codding
Executive Vice President: David Graf
1st Vice President: Bill Spanbauer
2nd Vice President: Larry Qualter
Secretary: Dennis SaBell
Treasure: Tom Thompson until a new one has been appointed.
Immediate Past President and Director: Fred Vance
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USS Ticonderoga General Meeting ‐ Continued
A motion was made and approved for the above slate of officers.

• 2018 Reunion Site Recommendations:

Joyce Frank gave a report on her research for our 2018 and 2019 reunions. A
recommendation was made and approved to have our 2018 reunion in New Orleans. The
Crown Plaza will be the host hotel for May 16th – May 21st, 2018. The cost is current at $119.00
per night plus taxes. The cost does include breakfast.

A motion was made and approved to have our 2019 reunion in Albuquerque, New Mexico.
Joyce Frank will be coordinating for hotel location and pricing.

• USS Hornet and Tico Memorabilia:

All Carrier items have been transferred to the Hornet for ownership.  The CG‐47 memorabilia
are boxed and ready to be shipped to a new location. More details will be coming forth in
future newsletters.

• Tico Carrier Bell:

The bell will remain on North Island. Sea Bees will do the work to restore and refurbish the
display at North Island. There will be an effort to see if the Bell can be moved to where the
public would be able to view it. Currently it is located where only active duty personnel can
view it.

• Mississippi Maritime Museum Update: They are starting a fund raising project to
provide a display area for various Navy memorabilia.

• Officers Tenure:

20 is the max number of officers according to our Association’s By‐Laws.  Currently we have 24
board members. Steve Codding, our current President, will contact current members to see if
they would like to drop off the board and bring the number of board numbers down to the
required 20 members.

• Steve Codding will look at ways to reduce the cost of our annual reunions.

• Cruise Book Memorabilia: A motion was made and approved for George Passantino’s
son to Research and digitize our cruise books and memorabilia as a backup for our
association.

Meeting adjourned at 11:30 AM

Respectfully submitted by John Dupont / Substitute Secretary.



PAGE 10

Guest Speaker & WW II Veterans
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Son surprises officials with Battle of Midway hero's WWII war medals
From left, son Phil McCluskey, sculpter Susan Geissler
and WWII dive bomber pilot Lt. Commander George
Walsh stand near the sculpture bust of Battle of Midway
hero C. Wade McClusky that was unveiled at the Buffalo
and Erie County Naval & Military Park on Sunday,
June 4, 2017. (Robert Kirkham/Buffalo News)

By Lou Michel Published Sun, Jun 4, 2017
The son of one of Buffalo's greatest war
heroes had a surprise for those who turned
out to pay tribute Sunday to C. Wade
McClusky Jr. on the 75th anniversary of
the Battle of Midway.
To welcome the son of the naval aviator
who played an instrumental role in winning
the pivotal World War II Pacific battle was
exciting enough.
But when Maryland resident Philip M. McClusky unexpectedly donated four of his father's most prestigious
war medals to the Buffalo and Erie County Naval & Military Park for permanent display, a sense of awe
came over the crowd at the Canalside park.
The moment was made even more special by Philip McClusky's words in presenting the medals to Donald
A. Alessi, chairman of the park's board of directors. The words epitomized the humbleness of the Greatest
Generation.

Philip McClusky said his father was a quiet and humble man who rarely spoke about Midway, and when
he did, he stuck to the facts and "his small role" in winning the battle.
"He was so humble that he kept these medals in an old drawer," McClusky said, as he presented the narrow
black, silk-lined case that contained his father's Navy Cross, Navy Air Medal, Distinguished Flying Cross
and Purple Heart. And while Lt. Commander McClusky, whose accomplishments had fallen into obscurity
here, might well have been embarrassed by all the attention if he were alive, the praise and gratitude
expressed Sunday left his son feeling "overwhelmed."
"There are flags and bands that we celebrate our democracy with, but Lt. Commander McClusky represents
the substance of democracy," said Rep. Brian Higgins, D-Buffalo, who, like McClusky, graduated from
South Park High School.
Part of that "substance," Higgins added, was embodied by 96-year-old George J. Walsh, a World War II
dive bomber pilot who traveled from Darien, Conn., to speak on behalf of his fellow airman.
"At 10:20 a.m. that morning, we had lost the Battle of Midway. There had been nine separate attacks by the
Japanese, who were jubilant. They were within five minutes of launching their attack on our carriers and
would have wiped them out if it wasn't for McClusky, who persisted in going beyond the point of no return,"
Walsh said.
Walsh has long pushed for McClusky's Navy Cross to be upgraded to the nation's highest military tribute,
the Medal of Honor.
But on Sunday, Walsh turned his thoughts to the unveiling of the statue of McClusky that will soon be
installed at the park's Circle of Heroes Monument and how it marked a "new beginning" for paying tribute
to the dive bomber pilots and crews who saved the day at Midway.
In providing a short history lesson to the 125 people present, Walsh explained that, six months after the
enemy had bombed Pearl Harbor, the country's two main weapons against the Japanese were "from the air,
its dive bombers, and on the ground, the Marines."

Continued
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WWII dive bomber pilot Lt. Commander George Walsh, 96, talks
about how he and other pilots flew straight down from a height of
two miles to attack Japanese navy in the Battle of Midway.
(Robert Kirkham/Buffalo News)
U.S. torpedoes often malfunctioned, he said, and the
Navy's admirals were learning "how to fight the
Japanese fleet with on-the-job training."
If not for the dive bombers sinking four Japanese
aircraft carriers at Midway, Walsh says, Japan would
gained control of the Indian Ocean, linked up with
the Germans at the Suez Canal and fought the
Russians on a second front in Manchuria.
In other words, the Second World War might have
had a different outcome. State Sen. Chris Jacobs, R-

Buffalo, and State Assemblyman Mickey Kearns, D-Buffalo, also paid tribute to McClusky, saying that
what he accomplished helped preserve the nation's freedom. Lee Simonson, a Naval & Military Park
volunteer, said McClusky's actions represented not only a great WWII victory, but one of the greatest
military victories in history. "It was the bravery, skill and courage of this Buffalonian who led the charge,"
Simonson said. "If we'd lost the battle, our way of life would have been different."
Turning the tide of battle
It was a victory that almost didn't happen. Using coordinates from military code breakers, McClusky learned
that Japan was planning to attack the U.S. base at the Midway Atoll and then go after the American fleet.
McClusky’s air group flew for more than two hours and arrived at the spot where intelligence predicted
they would encounter the enemy fleet.
“I should have caught up with the Japanese striking force by 11:20 that morning. They were nowhere in
sight. It was a nice clear day. So I had to make a decision. Which way will I go to try and find them?”
McClusky said in a 1972 interview with New York City radio station WMCA. With no enemy in sight, he
started a search. McClusky first steered his squadron west, then northwest, calculating that the Japanese
fleet had reversed course. Though low on fuel, he decided to carry on the search until noon. Earlier that
morning, U.S. warplanes in two separate waves – the first at 7 a.m., and the second at about 9 a.m. – were
all but annihilated by the Japanese fleet. An entire squadron of 15 torpedo planes from the USS Hornet, in
fact, never returned, and only one pilot was later rescued.
So McClusky’s decision to continue the search was crucial. Five minutes before the deadline he had given
himself to turn back, McClusky spotted a Japanese destroyer. He followed it. Ten minutes later, McClusky
could see the fleet some 35 miles away. As the American pilots closed the gap coming in from the southwest,
he gave orders to bomb the two closest Japanese aircraft carriers, the Kaga and the Akagi. In a half-roll,
McClusky started his vertical dive, straight down, leading the charge. The two aircraft carriers were
destroyed.

Phil McClusky donated his dad's original medals to the Buffalo and Erie County Naval &
Military Park on Sunday, June 4, 2017. (Robert Kirkham/Buffalo News)
At about the same time, a squadron from the USS Yorktown flew in from
the northeast and devastated a third carrier, the Soryu. The fourth Japanese
carrier, the Hiryu, met its end later that afternoon, but not before its planes
had inflicted heavy damage on the Yorktown, which sank three days later.
“I decided to go down to 20 feet off the water and go through the perimeter
of their force. They were unable to fire at me because they’d be firing at

their own ships,” McClusky said. “But after I got outside the perimeter, why, of course, I was fired at, but
fortunately none of it hit me.”
Once he was out of range, he said he plotted a course that would take him back to the Enterprise.

Continued
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“About 15 minutes later, bullets started flying past me, and I looked back and there were two Zeroes,” he
said of the Japanese fighter planes. For about five minutes, the Japanese pursued McClusky, as he took
swift maneuvers to avoid the stream of tracer bullets. At one point, a burst of gunfire “seemed to envelop
the whole plane,” he said in an account provided by the USS Enterprise CV-6 Association.
“The left side of my cockpit was shattered, and I felt my left shoulder had been hit with a sledgehammer.
Naturally enough, it seemed like the end; we sure were goners.” In fact, the bronze statue of McClusky
created by Youngstown sculptress Susan Geissler shows the puncture marks on the aviator's flight jacket
where he was hit. When McClusky finally made it back to the Enterprise, his plane had one gallon of fuel
to spare. He was rushed to sick bay with bullet wounds to his shoulder and left arm. His plane had been hit
55 times. Seventeen of his dive bombers were either shot down or ran out of fuel and crashed into the ocean,
though many pilots and crew members were later rescued. Upon retiring from the Navy, McClusky was
promoted to the rank of rear admiral and settled in the suburbs of Baltimore. He died in 1976 at the age of
74.
Son's first visit
Philip McClusky and his wife, Karen, arrived in Buffalo Friday for their first visit here. Following the
elaborate ceremony at the park, they headed to South Park High School for a second round of honors.
Principal Terri Schuta announced one of the main passages off the school's lobby had been named
"McClusky Memorial Hall," marked by a newly installed bronze plaque featuring images of the aviator, his
Navy Cross and details of his heroics. And again Phil McClusky surprised spectators. He donated a plaque
his father had received from the U.S. Naval Institute shortly before he died. Expressing gratitude, Schuta
said it would be mounted on the wall. She then took the McCluskys on a short tour of the school. "Here's
where your father as the quarterback of the football team would have attended pep rallies," Schuta said in
the auditorium. Philip McClusky asked, "My father would have walked across that stage?" "Absolutely,"
Schuta said of the 1918 graduate. Later, Schuta drove with the McCluskys to nearby 54 Lilac St., where a
young Wade had grown up. Standing in front of the 2½ story house, the son pointed to the porch roof in
excitement and said: "That's the roof he jumped off of, I think with an umbrella. He told me it was his first
flight," Philip McClusky said with a laugh.

Phil McClusky stands on the front lawn, pointing to the porch where his dad claimed
he took his first flight at 54 Lilac St. in South Buffalo where his hero dad grew up.
(Robert Kirkham/Buffalo News)
Shannon Hadley, the owner of the house, welcomed the McCluskys
inside for a tour. Touched by the hospitality, Philip McClusky
marveled at the original oak woodwork and a living room fireplace
where perhaps his father's Christmas stockings had been placed.
And when his pilgrimage to his father's hometown was finished on a
day that had been declared "C. Wade McClusky Jr. Day" in Buffalo
by city officials, Philip McClusky offered thanks. It was a journey, he

said, he will always cherish.
This article appeared in the Buffalo News on June 4, 2017 and was written by Lou Michel.
Association Lifetime Member and WWII Veteran, George J. Walsh has worked many years
to get C. Wade McClusky, Jr. the recognition he so richly deserved and to get the truth on
the Battle of MIDWAY in print. He has spoken at many “Battle of MIDWAY” celebrations
over the years and we had the pleasure of having him as one of our speakers at the 2011
Reunion. He has produced a DVD on Midway and also Dive Bombing. That DVD is
available in the Cruiser Ship Store (a little known secret is the sounds of the aircraft you hear at the start of the video
is his lawnmower running outside a window in his house). You will also get to know the little known fact of what
is the difference between a dive bomber and a Tomahawk Missile. After he had produced the DVD he took things a
step further and in 2015 he published a book entitled “Searching for the Truth, The Battle of MIDWAY. How
Elements of the United States Navy Withheld the Truth Long After it mattered. It is available on Amazon.com in
paperback for $17.92 to $22.82 new and some used for $9.00 and Kindle for $1.99.
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CHECKING ACCOUNT BALANCE AS OF 02/01/2017 ‐ CHASE BANK  $14,269.45 (BEGINNING BALANCE)

REVENUE RECEIVED:
Membership Receipts 2,010.00

TOTAL 2,010.00 $2,010.00

Donations:
General Fund 30.00
Memorial Fund 100.00
Hornet Museum 0.00
Hornet (Ensign‐Admiral)  0.00
CG‐47 Museum  ‐83.87
Miscellaneous ‐ Ships Bell  60.00
Las Vegas Seed Return 0.00

TOTAL 106.13 $106.13
$2,116.13 $2,116.13 (TOTAL REVENUE)

$16,385.58
EXPENSES PAID:

Custom ComputerWebsite Expense 0.00
Custom ComputerNewsletter 2,002.80

Custom Compute & Services 0.00
Miscellaneous Postage 0.00
Secretary 17.06
Treasurer 120.09
Historion 0.00
Transfer to Checking acct. 0.00
Reunion Startup Advance 0.00
PayPal Fees 8.73

2,148.68 $2,148.68 $2,148.68 (TOTAL EXPENSE)

CHECKING ACCOUNT BALANCE AS OF 04/31/2017 ‐ CHASE BANK  $14,236.90 (ENDING BALANCE)

SAVINGS ACCT BALANCE AS OF 02/01/2017 ‐ CHASE BANK  $31,784.96 (BEGINNING BALANCE)

REVENUE RECEIVED
Interest On Savings Acct 1.21
Interest On Savings Acct 1.34
Interest On Savings Acct 1.21

3.76 $3.76 (TOTAL REVENUE)

SAVINGS ACCT BALANCE AS OF 04/31/2017 ‐ CHASE BANK  $31,788.72 (ENDING BALANCE)

EXPECTED REVENUE
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00 CHECKING ACCOUNT $14,236.90

TOTAL $0.00 SAVINGS ACCOUNT $31,788.72

ACCOUNTS GRAND TOTAL $46,025.62

USS TICONDEROGA VETERANS ASSOCIATION
4th QUARTERLY FINANCIAL STATEMENT 02/01/2017 ‐ 04/30/2017

TREASURERS REPORT
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SECRETARY’S LETTER
Greetings Shipmates,
I have made a number of changes and
corrections to our database since last
newsletter.  Because it came from many
sources, it is possible that some of the information may
be incorrect (I hope not).  If I have any of the data on your
mailing label wrong, please let me know.
You can send a note to:
Secretary USS Ticonderoga Veterans’
Association
P.O. Box 474
Wheat Ridge, CO 80034
Or you can e-mail me at:
Red62Lion@gmail.com
If you pay dues annually (not a Lifetime Member) the
date on the mailing label above your name is the date
your dues are paid through.  If that date is before DEC
31 2017 you probably owe dues. If there is no date there
should be a “member type” such as “LIFE MEMBER”
or “HONORARY” which have no annual dues.
Thanks!

Dennis SaBell - Secretary



PAGE 16

Chaplains Corner
By: LCDR Brett Inman

Fellow Shipmates & Friends,
The topic for my article this quarter is a serious one. I felt it was appropriate for our
newsletter because most of us have children and grandchildren. Some of these young
people are interested in entering the Sea Services upon graduation, and some are
already serving. Some, due to their combat experiences, are dealing with PTSD and
are at a high risk for suicide.

After the Tampa Ticonderoga reunion in May of this year, I traveled to visit relatives in Kentucky. During the week
I was there, two teenagers committed suicide in the small community where we were staying. The grieving
grandparent of one of the young people who had committed suicide gave a heart-felt plea to the congregation to
pay better attention to the lives of their children and grandchildren. The Pastor went on to give a great message on
how we can help these young people in distress.

Suicide rates have remained high for young people throughout the last decade. Suicide is the second leading cause
of death for ages 10-24 (2015 CDC WISQARS). Each day, there are an average of 5,240 attempts in our nation by
young people grades 7-12. The rate of completed suicides in the military is higher than in the general population.
Suicide is something we all need to learn about and take steps to help prevent.

The Old Testament passage in Deuteronomy 6:5-9 gives us some wonderful principles to apply to the training up
of our young people which will help them better navigate through life. I encourage you to read the passage, but in
a nutshell, here are the guiding principles we can use as we interact with our young people:

1. Make them a priority. There are many snares in this world that can discourage and sidetrack our youth. We
must be willing to put them high on our list of priorities. We want them to grow up in many ways, but often
fail to help them grow in wisdom and spiritual maturity.

2. We must teach them. This generation knows more information than any generation before them; but that is
different than wisdom. It is through wisdom that one can apply information to make good decisions in life.
We need to help young people build a firm foundation and confidence. All children need to receive
appropriate affection and know that they are loved unconditionally. In a world that manipulates truth and
tells them that it is only by random chance that they exist, teach them the absolute truth of God’s Word.
They must be taught their lives matter and there is a purpose for their life. They need to have a strong hope
in the future, which a strong faith can provide.

3. Be a model.We need to model these truths for them in our own homes. When bad things happen, invoke
your own faith and hope in the future. Don’t just sit around and criticize others, but take responsibility for
your life, and strive to change it for the better with a positive attitude.

4. Reinforce.
People rarely learn something the first time around. Concepts are grasped and implemented through
repetition. Sit down and talk to them. Ask them what they think God wants us to do in these circumstances.
Teachable moments are as valuable as gold! Teach them they can trust God.

5. Be involved/make time. Know what they are watching, listening to, and what sites they visit on the internet.
Do you know what is being said of them on their social media sites? Help them process and think about
what they see and read.

6. Ask for help. Lastly, know and admit when you need help. Nothing is harder than raising children and
young adults. It is never too late to do the right thing. Do not assume all is well, nor neglect your parental
responsibilities.

These basic principles will help to ensure that our children and young adults will be mentally healthy and more
resilient to the hardships that are sure to come in this life.
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It is with Sadness and Great Respect that we report the following Deaths:
Edward A. Reuter - Edward was a Life Member who passed away May 4, 2017 at age 84  in
Evansville, IN.  We were notified by his son, Dale.  While onboard in 1954-56 he was a PN3 in
X Division.  After the war he worked in various jobs and retired from Alcoa after 26 years of
work for them.  He is survived by his wife, Judith, Sons Dale and Charles Reuter and daughter
Janet Buente.  and 8 grandchildren and 3 great grandchildren.
Donnell Charles Marlin DDS – Lt Don Marlin was Assistant  Dental Officer on two WestPAC
cruises. He served from 1957 to 1961. He passed away May 13, 2017. We were notified by his
niece Rhonda Wells.
David C Cochenour – David was a Regular member who died in May 2015.  While on board
from 1967 -1968 he was an ABH3 in V-1 Division.  He lived in The Dales, Oregon and is survived
by his wife Linda.
Thomas Palmer – Thomas was a Life Member who passed away December 30, 2015.  He served
on the Ticonderoga from 1956-1958 as an AN in V-4 Division.  He lived in Saint Louis, Michigan
and is survived by his wife Gayla, eight children, several grandchildren and great grandchildren.
Douglas R (Doc) Wilson – Delbert Mitchell notified us that his best friend  Doug had died on
Sept 14, 2016. Doug was aboard from 1965-1968 and served with Delbert as an Aviation
Ordnanceman (AO). Doug was married to his wife Joan for 40 years and they had two sons.  They
lived in Milwaukee, Oregon.
Richard Steven Talbott – Steve was a non-member who passed away on December 9, 2016. He
served with VF 194 aboard Ticonderoga and Oriskany from 1965-1969. He lived in Bullhead
City, Arizona.
Ollie Christopherson – Ollie was a Life Member. While on board Ticonderoga from 1955 to
1959 he was an AE2 in V-6 Division. He lived in Becker, Minnesota and is survived by his wife
Lonnie.
Richard R Groff – Richard was a Life Member who died in February 2017.  While on board
Ticonderoga in WWII from 1943-1945* he was a SN 1/C. Richard lived in Ephrata Pennsylvania.
Najeb “George” Haddad – George was a Life Member who died on October 18, 2015. He is
survived by his wife Lorraine. They lived in Delray Beach, Florida.While on board Ticonderoga
from 1944 to 1946* he was a SN 1/C in V-1 Division.  We were notified of George’s death by
his daughter Ann-Marie.
Walter Adler – Walter was a Regular Member who died on January 24, 2016.  While on board
Ticonderoga from 1943 to 1946* he was a Radarman 3C. He is survived by his wife Margarette
and lived in Dover, NJ.

• We are very fortunate to have many Association Members who were aboard during WWII.
We have lost many of these shipmates and, happily some are still with us.  We, from every
generation, are proud to have served in their footsteps and will always respect the legacy
they have left for us.
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Captain Norman K. Green
July 1924 to August 2008

Captain Norman K. Green was born in Columbus,
Indiana in July 1924 and graduated from the  U. S.
Naval Academy in 1947.  After an initial two year tour
aboard USS MISSOURI (BB-63), he entered flight
training at Pensacola, FL and was designated a Naval
Aviator in 1950.
 In addition to the Academy, Captain Green studied
management at Indiana University and the University
of Minnesota and earned a Bachelor of Science (Aeronautical Engineering)
and a Master of Science (Nuclear Engineering) from the Naval Postgraduate
School.  He is a graduate of the Naval War College.  He has commanded Air
Antisubmarine Squadron TWENTY-SIX and Air Antisubmarine Squadron
THIRTY in addition to USS ST. LOUIS (LKA-116).  His staff assignments
have included duties as Aide and Flag Lieutenant  for Commander Carrier
Division SIXTEEN and as Assistant Chief of Staff (Operations) for
Commander Carrier Division FOURTEEN.
 Captain Green assumed command of USS TICONDEROGA on October 6,
1972 and was Commanding Officer during the APOLLO 17 and SKYLAB II
astronaut recoveries and the last Commanding Officer for the ship.  He went
on to become the Commanding Officer of NAS JACKSONVILLE, FL  before
his retirement.  He was also promoted to the rank of RADM before he retired.
He moved to Ponte Vedra Beach, FL after retirement and became Senior Vice
President with the Charter Company for seven years and was President of two
Charter subsidiary companies.  While living in the Jacksonville, FL area he
was very active in many community affairs/organizations.
 RADM Green died in August 2008 at age 84.  He was survived by his wife
Mary Ann (who died in Feb, 2009) and 5 children and 9 grandchildren.
Editor’s Note:  We were recently informed about this death and to be consistent
in giving a full write up for Commanding Officer’s deaths we are putting it in
this newsletter.
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Current: Carrier Store News:
We have many items that have very limited quantities and/or sizes left.  If you
have been on the fence about making a purchase then now is the time to act.
When these items are gone you will not see them back in stock.
Purchase a polo shirt, hat, lapel pin, or t-shirt to proudly wear at the Tico
reunions, at your local events, and in your community.   You will be surprised
at how many people will ask you about your service when they see your attire.
We still have a few of the front pocket wallets available in both the RFID and
regular styles.  Protect yourself from pickpockets and your credit card info
from skimming devices!
Tiger patches are extremely limited so if you want one you need to order soon.
Due to interest in the Aegis design for the Cruiser hats we had a very limited
quantity made as a special order.  Anyone who served on the Cruiser will want
to put in your order on this right away and buy one for a shipmate before they
disappear.

Upcoming:
We have been working hard for
months putting together some new
items for reunion specials in 2018.
We will have items for women,
children, teens, and infants as well as
other “buy them while you can”
deals.  We hope to see you there!
Revision- We had advertised the
opportunity to pre-order a new
version of the Tico logo in either an
8” or a 12” jacket patch.  Due to
circumstances beyond our control the
vendor is unable to make the 12” size.
You can still order the 8” size by
sending an email to casello@comcast.net .  The deadline to order is 7/15/17

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE TICO VETERANS ASSOCIATION!
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CRUISER SHIP STORE NEWS
(CARRIER MEMBERS, THERE IS A CARRIER DVD WHICH IS CARRIED IN THE CRUISER STORE)

The Cruiser Store evolved in a different way than the Carrier Store. The first items in the store
were those that were designed for the Decommissioning ceremony held Sept 30, 2004 (hard to
believe it was that long ago). Many of the items that were sold at the Commissioning ceremony
on Jan 22, 1983 were made for the Decommissioning ceremony. There was a commissioning coin
and we designed a decommissioning coin, antique bronze that is a little larger and heavier than
the commissioning coin. We used to offer a Merlin Gold coin but those sold out. We have 100
coins left and then will have to see about a reorder. After 13 years the price is bound to be more.
Other sold out items were the hat designed for the occasion and some flags flown over the ship
on September 25, 2004.
There were commissioning day postal cachets that were made by using a rubber stamp to put the
cachet on the envelope (you can still find them on EBAY). We came up with 4 decommissioning
cachet designs.  One is like the one made for CVS‐14 decommissioning that was a rubber stamp
that said Last Day of U. S. Postal Service, then one that says Decommissioned Today (these two
have the 8 sided radar array with the crest in the middle and the words around or underneath it)
and one with a picture of the ship on it. Half of these have been cancelled in Pascagoula, MS and
half in Ticonderoga, NY. All these have a printed color cachet and have an insert of a card with the
ship picture on the front and on the back a diagram of the ship showing all the weapons systems.
On the back of the envelope all the Commanding Officers are listed and the dates they had
command. These come in a glassine envelope. We also made a special one with a rubber stamp
cachet of the ship and had it cancelled in both Pascagoula and Ticonderoga. There were only 100
of these made.
We have some items that were not available at the Commissioning ceremony. There is an 18 X 24
drawing by Marine Architect, Peter HSU, of the ship and historical events in the life of USS
TICONDEROGA. Peter began painting ships in 1987. The drawing includes Fort Ticonderoga and
the first 4 ships to bear the name Ticonderoga. It also shows two views of Wayne Meyer, the Father
of AEGIS, the USS Norton Sound, AVM‐1 which was the test platform for the AEGIS program and
buildings at Naval Surface Warfare Center, Port Hueneme, CA. The drawing shows the ship crest,
motto and dates of the Christening, Commissioning and Decommissioning. And it shows the ship
sponsor, Nancy Reagan breaking the bottle at the Christening ceremony.
We have two 8 X 10 color pictures of the ship. One has 5 small color pictures at the bottom of the
ship picture. The other is a collage of 19 color pictures of the ship. Both pictures include the crest
of the ship. We also sell a Radar wave guide seal. These seals go over the 1100 openings in each
Radar array.
Now for the new items. On a visit to an AEGIS ship 5 years ago a Christmas ornament with the ship
logo was seen in the ship store. That sparked the idea for the Association Christmas ornament
(Association logo on Blue, Red or Green ornament).  This led to making a CG‐47 logo ornament
available in Blue, Red, Green or White. First thought was a gold trim and after receipt the gold did
not really pop out so another order was made with yellow vs gold and these do have a little more
pop. Then we learned of the stand for the ornaments so they could be displayed all year round.
They do look good on the stand on your desk, mantle or anywhere you display them. Still not a
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big seller but hopefully as we get more CG members they will be bought. Naturally the stands are
available to be used with the Association ornament.
Next idea was how to produce items of our history and Navy Life. That led to DVD production.
The first was a 20 DVD set entitled USS TICONDEROGA HISTORY/EDUCATIONAL VIDEO SET.
The discs are listed below. There are discs with information on Cruiser and Carrier history. From
1987‐1995 RADM George Huchting put out an annual  video  report on  the AEGIS program and
talked about the AEGIS ships and CG‐47 is in many of the videos.  This is Discs 2‐8.  Discs 1, 12 and
13 have been put on a new 2 disc DVD set to provide Cruiser History. At the same time Discs 13,
14 and 15 were put on another new 2 disc DVD set to provide Carrier History.

Discs 9‐11 are pictures of last cruise provided by Daniel Blacker.  The titles of what is on the other
discs is self‐explanatory
There is only one 20 disc set left. Do not order on line but email (ticovet@verizon.net) me and
tell me you want it at $50.00 plus $5.00 shipping. I will be ordering more but need to have a
commitment of 13 sets at $40.00 plus $5.00 shipping before more are ordered.
This is the history of the Cruiser Ship Store. If you have any ideas of what to sell please feel free
to contact me at ticovet@verizon.net.

HELP WANTED DAVE LITZINGER MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN
At our business meeting in Tampa in May 2017 it was evident that we need to do more recruiting
to grow the membership. As your Membership Chairman I will be working hard at that effort but
I will need help to be effective. First I would like to ask all members to think of the full names of 5
people you knew on the ship and send that and their hometowns if you know that to me by mail or
email. Cruise books only list our initials and we need a first name to search effectively and a
hometown is helpful. At some point we need to get the crew listed in an excel database so we need
typists. After getting a list it will be given to volunteers who will go into WhitePages.com to look
for addresses and phone numbers. It costs $10.00 per month for the service and we will pay for it.
After getting that information we need people to call and see if we have the right person and tell
them about the Association. I look forward to working with you. You can contact me with questions
or to volunteer at dlitzin101@msn.com or call to (612) 600-4160. As I have an extremely busy
summer I have asked Ed Trotter to help me with this so please include him at ticovet@verizon.net
on all emails to me.

DISC 1 PUTTING AEGIS TO SEA DISC 2 AEGIS 1987-1989
DISC 3 AEGIS 1990 DISC 4 AEGIS 1991
DISC 5 AEGIS 1992 DISC 6 AEGIS 1993
DISC 7 AEGIS 1994 DISC 8 AEGIS 1995
DISC 9 CG-47 LAST CRUISE DISC 10 CG-47 LAST CRUISE
DISC 11 CG-47 LAST CRUISE DISC 12 CG-47 DECOMMISSIONING CEREMONY
DISC 13 DDG-108 INTRO VIDEO DISC 14 KAMAKAZI ATTACK ON CV-14 JAN 21, 1945
DISC 15 SMART BOMBS & SUICIDE
AIRCRAFT OF WWII DIVE BOMBERS

DISC 16 JOHN SWEATLOCK CARRIER
MODEL/ANNAPOLIS DRILL TEAM 1985

DISC 17 ANNAPOLIS REUNION DINNER 1985 DISC 18 1964 CVA-14 WESTPAC CRUISE
DISC 19 TICO TREK FROM SAN DIEGO TO
BREMERTON

DISC 20 CVA-14 OFF COAST OF VIETNAM & PICTURES
FROM OTHER CARRIERS SHOWING LIFE ON A CARRIER
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Tico Ladies Quilting for 2018
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PLEASESENDTHIS FORM ANDYOUR DUESTO:
DENNIS W. SABELL - SECRETARY

P. O. BOX 474 WHEAT RIDGE, CO 80034
Make Check Payable to Big T Veterans’ Association

PLEASE PRINT

NAME:  DIV  ISION:

RANK:  (highest while aboard) YEARS ABOARD:  to  (reported  ‐left)

APT. # / LOT #:  SPOUSE'S NAME:

ADDRESS/ P.O. BOX:

CITY:  STATE:  ZIP:

Alternate Address:

Above Alternate Address forNewslettersMailed in: Jan  Apr  Jul  Oct

Optional Information:
If the information  below  is provided  you will be giving  permission for

This  information to be shared  with other  members

PHONE#:  FAX#:  CELL#:

E‐MAIL ADDRESS:  @

Dues Included  for Period:

($30). . . Dues for Jan. ‐ Dec. 2016 ($30). . . Dues for Jan. ‐ Dec. 2021
($30). . . Dues for Jan. ‐ Dec. 2017 ($30). . . Dues for Jan. ‐ Dec. 2022
($30). . . Dues for Jan. ‐ Dec. 2018 ($30). . . Dues for Jan. ‐ Dec. 2023
($30). . . Dues for Jan. ‐ Dec. 2019 ($30). . . Dues for Jan. ‐ Dec. 2024
($30). . . Dues for Jan. ‐ Dec. 2020 ($30). . . Dues for Jan. ‐ Dec. 2025

. . . Or Lifetime Membership  Amount  (See Below)

Personal Gift Contributions to:

Memorial  Fund

General Fund

USS CG‐47 Museum Room

USS CV‐14 Ship’s Bell Refurbishment

TOTAL

Please Remember:  For dues or contribution,  notify treasurer  and secretary of any change of address.

Lifetime Membership Amounts:

Age 29 & under = $ 1,100 Age 59 & under = $ 500

Age 39 & under = $ 900 Age 69 & under = $ 300

Age 49 & under = $ 700 Age 70 & older  = $ 100

THIS FORM CAN BE
PRINTED FROM
WWW.BIGT.NET

MEMBERSHIP PAGE.
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