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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
SHIPMATES AND FRIENDS,

     It is hard to believe that the summer is now over and
we are well into the fall. The fire season in the Western
United States has been one of the worst ones on record
this summer with devastating fires in Colorado, New
Mexico, California, Idaho, and Washington. Over 600
homes were lost in Colorado alone. Other western states
also had severe fires. Many of the firefighters that were
on the front lines of these fires were returning veterans
from Iraq and Afghanistan. I was quite pleased to see our
government make health care polices available to these
firefighters as many were without health insurance. These
brave firefighters saved numerous homes and the further
loss of our forest resources. We do owe them a great deal
of gratitude for their firefighting, and for their military service to our nation.
     I do want to thank all of our association staff that has worked on our association
membership. We have had quite a few new members signup, and I would like to welcome
our new members aboard. We will publish a current roster in our January newsletter. We
would love to hear from you with your thoughts and ideas on how we can improve our
organization. It would be great to meet many of our members, both new and long standing,
at our upcoming reunion in Colorado Springs, Colorado May 16-20 2013. We have a great
program planned and it will be a lot of fun. Mark your calendar and try to make it. Additional
information on the reunion will be listed in future newsletters.
     Our veterans association is active in supporting the CG-47 Ticonderoga Cruiser Museum
project in Pascagoula, Mississippi. We are working with the Mississippi Maritime Warship
Museum association (MMWM) in assisting to have the CG-47 a permanent museum at
Pascagoula, the city where the ship was built. The MMWM is in the process of raising funds
to construct a secure berth for the CG-47 Ticonderoga that would withstand severe
hurricanes. The MMWM is seeking federal and state grants, private contributions, as well
as other fund raising events. You can access the website of www.ticomuseum.webs.com
for information updates, membership in the MMWM, or contributions to the project.
Currently we are accumulating and storing Ticonderoga memorabilia for the ship museum
in a warehouse in Pascagoula near the berth area. Any input from our CG-47 members
would be very helpful. Hopefully, the museum will be up and running in a few years and
we can possibly hold a future reunion in Pascagoula. Wouldn’t that be sweet !  God bless
you all.

George Passantino
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ENJOY YOUR STAY AT
THE COLORADO SPRINGS MARRIOTT!
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PLACES TO SEE IN COLORADO SPRINGS!
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Reunion Dinner Speaker: Richard A. Stratton
Captain O-6, U.S. Navy

Dick Stratton is a native of Quincy,
Massachusetts. He holds an AB degree from
Georgetown University in History/Government, a MA
degree from Stanford University in International
Relations and a MSW degree from Rhode Island
College School of Social Work.

He commenced his military career as a Private
in the Massachusetts National Guard. He enlisted in
the Navy as an Aviation Cadet. He was commissioned
an Ensign in the Naval Reserve upon completing the
Naval School of Preflight. He augmented into the
regular Navy upon obtaining his wings as a Naval
Aviator in 1957. He served most of his operational
time in the Western Pacific with the USS Ranger
(CVA 61), Carrier Air Group Nine, Attack Squadron Ninety Four and the USS
Ticonderoga (CVA 14), Carrier Air Wing 19, Attack Squadron One Ninety Two.

A Veteran of the Vietnam War, he flew 22 combat missions and spent six years and
two months as a prisoner of the North Vietnamese communists in jails around the District
of Hanoi. He was captured in January of 1967 and released in March of 1973. Among his
combat awards are the Silver Star, the Legion of Merit, the Bronze Star, the Air Medal,
the Purple Heart, the Navy Commendation Medal, and the Combat Action Ribbon. He
has accumulated over three thousand hours in tailhook jet aircraft, has made 300 carrier
landings and is rated by the FAA as a Commercial Pilot.

After 30 years of military service, he was trained and commenced practicing as a
clinical social worker specializing in the areas of psychological trauma and addictions. He
was Chairman of the Department of Veterans Affairs Advisory Committee on Prisoners of
War from 1989 to 1995. He married the former Alice Marie Robertson of Grosse Pointe
Michigan, a clinical social worker at the Naval Air Station Alameda CA. in 1959. Alice
was appointed the first Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Force Support and
Families by President Ronald Reagan serving in this capacity in the Pentagon from 1985
to 1989. The Secretary of Defense appointed Alice in 2001 as a member of the Defense
Advisory Committee on Women in the Services [DACOWITS] for a one-year term.

Two of their three sons and a daughter in law are former Marines, combat Veterans
of Desert Storm. Their sons live in Florida, Oregon and Michigan. Alice and Dick retired
from the practice of clinical social work in the summer of 2001 to enjoy their six
granddaughters. Alice and Dick make their home in Atlantic Beach, Florida.
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Biography: Alice M. Stratton MSW, MS

Alice Stratton is a native of Michigan. She
completed graduate studies at the University of Michigan
and the University of Maryland. A life long clinical social
worker by profession, she is married to a retired career
Naval Aviator and a mother of three sons, two of whom
are former combat Marines.

Alice served four years in the Reagan
administration as the Deputy Assistant Secretary of the
Navy for Force Support and Families. She is the recipient
of the Department of the Navy Distinguished Service
Medal. She served one year as a member of the Defense
Advisory Committee On Women in the Service in the
Bush administration.

Alice is past Chairman, of the Veterans Service Committee, Southeast Region,
Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR). She served as National Defense Chairman,
Florida State Society, DAR, from 2002 to 2004. She is past President of the Northeast
Florida Regents’ Council, and was Regent of the Jean Ribault Chapter, National Society,
Daughters of the American Revolution from 2001 to 2004. She was a member of the
Board of Directors of the Children’s Crisis Center, Jacksonville for seven years and the
Women’s Center of Jacksonville for a year. She was a Founder of the Beaches Woman’s
Partnership, Neptune Beach, an organization that assisted women from 20016 to 2011 to
access resources to improve their quality of life.

Alice is a trained Pattern Changing for Women Group Leader, Rainbow Program
Instructor for grade schools, Rape Crisis Counselor, Good Touch, Bad Touch sex abuse
prevention instructor, trainer of trainers in the treatment of Child Sexual Abuse, and
graduate of the Jacksonville Beach Police Department Citizen Police Academy Class VII.
Alice retired from thirty-five years of practice in Social Work in 2001 as a Board Certified
Clinical Social Worker having completed five year’s service as a contract mental health
counselor at Naval Submarine Base, Kings Bay and Naval Station, Mayport.

The Strattons’ oldest son Patrick resides in Atlantic Beach, Florida, their middle son
Michael in Portland, Oregon and the youngest, Charles in Dearborn, Michigan. They have
four granddaughters in Atlantic Beach and two granddaughters in Dearborn. Alice and
her husband Dick, make their home in Atlantic Beach, Florida.

02/02/2011
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THUMBS UP FOR ST LOUIS!
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THE CHAPLAIN’S CORNER By
Andrew Jensen, Captain, CHC, USN
I was awakened the other morning by a telephone call raising funds
for a candidate running for a political office.  Sometimes the
last call I receive before I go to bed is from a fundraiser.  Of
course, fundraising calls are made all day.  Fortunately, I am not
at home to receive them.  In addition to political fundraisers, I
receive telephone calls and mail soliciting funds for most every
disease imaginable as well as from schools and charitable
organizations.  Each solicitor assures me that my contribution
should not work a hardship on me, but will have wonderful results
in supporting the cause to which I am contributing.  They want me to feel good in
giving to their causes.

The intense effort to seek contributions from us reminds me of the time that Jesus
was at the temple and watched the crowds make their temple contributions.  Many
were rich and the money they gave was not a hardship on them, but in this crowd
was a poor widow.  She gave only two cooper coins worth less than a penny.  However,
these were her two last coins.  As small as her contribution was, it was a great
sacrifice for her because she gave all of the money she had.  She had no money left
for herself. Jesus told his disciples,  “…this poor widow has put more into the
treasury than all of the others.  They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out
of her poverty, put in everything - all she had to live on.”

We often make contributions to prevent embarrassment or to get rid of pesky
fundraisers.  How often do we make a contribution like that of the widow?  That is
a contribution that is a true sacrifice.  Like the wealthy contributors who
surrounded the poor widow at the temple, we often give out of comfort.  Therefore,
we may even contribute to causes in which we do not believe.  The cause to which
we contribute our money or out time, should be so important to us that we would be
willing to make a sacrifice for it if necessary.  An important question for us to
ask ourselves is this, are we making that contribution in accordance with the
guidelines given to us by God?

MET AT THE ST LOUIS REUNION!

Four guys from V-4 Division that were at the St Louis Reunion. (all members). Dick Webb, Dennis
SaBell, Charles Ragsdale, George Passantino (meeting together after 40 years!).
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TICONDEROGA, N.Y. - Stephanie Sarah Pell Dechame, 88, of
Ticonderoga, passed away Monday, July 30, 2012, at Fletcher Allen Health
Care Center of Burlington, Vt.
Born Sept. 4, 1923, in Paris, France, she was the daughter of Alice Moore
Harding Pell (Allen) and Robert Thompson Pell, and the granddaughter of
Stephen H.P. Pell and Sarah G.T. Pell, who reconstructed Fort Ticonderoga,
and William P.G. Harding, first governor and chairman of the U.S. Federal
Reserve Board.
She attended the Couvent des Oiseaux in Paris, the Denny School in Switzerland, the Madeira-
School in Virginia, and Barnard College in New York. At age 19, she became an Infirmiere de
la Liberation - a nurse in the medical corps formed by Dr. General Le Dantec - at the liberation
of the French mainland, 1943 to 1945.

One of her proudest moments was her christening of
the aircraft carrier USS Ticonderoga in May 1944.
In February 1945, she wed Roger R.P. Dechame of
the French Navy. Stephanie and Roger came to live
in Ticonderoga in 1947 at the invitation of her
grandfather, and this is where her heart always
remained and where she hoped her family would
remain. Her love of the town and her many

friendships there gave her the greatest happiness.
Stephanie was active in many facets of Ticonderoga, including her long tenure as a trustee of
Fort Ticonderoga, and her 25 years as volunteer librarian at St. Mary's School.
She had a great love for animals, whose care and welfare she never tired of trying to ensure.
Stephanie's passing was a peaceful one, surrounded by loved ones. She was predeceased by her
husband, Roger R.P. Dechame, in 1994. She was also predeceased by one brother, William
Harding Pell.

Survivors include her three sons, Francis Pell Dechame and his wife,
Suzanne, of Fair Haven, Vt., Stephen Pell Dechame of Somerville, Mass.,
and Robert Pell-Dechame of Ticonderoga; four siblings, Comtesse Mary
Elizabeth de Lyrot of Paris, Anthony D.S.M. Pell of Weston, Mass.,
Frederick H.S. Allen of Wallingford, Vt., and Alexandra Pell Kuhel of
New York City; and many nieces and nephews. She is also survived by her
dear friends, Vicki Smith and Pope Simmons.
Calling hours for relatives and friends were Friday, Aug. 3, 2012, from 4-

7pm, at Wilcox & Regan Funeral Home, 11 Algonkin St., Ticonderoga.
A Mass of Christian burial was concelebrated at 1 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 4, 2012, at St. Mary's
Catholic Church of Ticonderoga, by the Rev. Kevin D. McEwan and the Rev. Alan D. Schnob.
The rite of committal followed at the family plot of Mount Hope Cemetery in Ticonderoga.
Donations in Mrs. Dechame's memory may be made to North Country SPCA, 23 Lake Shore
Road, Westport, N.Y. 12993. Published in Press-Republican August 1, 2012 and the Rutland Herald on August 4, 2012
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OBITUARIES
It is with great sadness that we report the deaths of the following shipmates:

Richard K. Albright – Dick was a member who died in April 2009.
He was a 1953 Naval Academy Graduate who grew up in Lansdale
PA. He lived in Pawley’s Island, South Carolina from 1997 and is
survived by his wife Suzan, four children, eight grandchildren, and
one great grandson. While on the ship he was a LTJG in OI Division
in 1955. Dick spent 30 years in the Navy and reached the rank of
Captain. He was the Squadron Commander of both DesRon 22 and 2

and served as Deputy to Admiral Wayne Meyers prior to his retirement in 1983.

George Friedberg – George was a Life Member and Tico “Plank
Owner” who died July 16, 2102 at the age of 86. He was buried at the
VA South Florida National Cemetery with a Navy Honor Guard in
attendance. George was an active member of the Association who
attended reunions for many years. His son reports that he was laid to
rest wearing his Ticonderoga Shirt and Hat (and that he had about 20
of them). While on the ship from 1944 through 1946, George was a

BM 2/C in 6th Division. The association has received a number of donations in
remembrance of George’s life.

Bro. Jerome Jadczak – He was known in religious life as “Brother Harry” a
Redemptorist Brother in the Catholic Church. He died on September 23, 2008 and was
buried in Liguori, MO in the Redemptorist Cemetery with full military honors. While on
the ship from 1944 through 1946, he was an EM 2/C in E Division.

Rick Sorensen - Rick was not a member of the association. He died Sept 9 2012. His
nephew reports that his rating was “Chief Engineer” while on board.

E. Wendell Stevens - Wendell (aka “Steve”) was a Life Member
who died September 9, 2011. He lived in Omaha Nebraska. His
daughter Janet notified us of his passing. While on the ship he was an
ARM 2/C air crew member with VT80 Air Wing during 1944. He
served in the US Navy Air Corps from 1943 through 1946. His
aircraft was named “Round Trip” and its three crewmen were lifelong
friends. With the exception of his time in the Navy, he was a lifetime

resident of Nebraska.
Tribute to Roland G. “Gil” Guilbault, Rear Admiral, USN, 1935 - 2012 by Francis J Partel, Jr. In the July 2012
issue of the USS TICONDEROGA VETERANS ASSOCIATION Omitted the following permission
statement.
Reprinted permission of Scripps (Fla.) Treasure Coast Newspapers. To view the column in its entirety, visit
TCPalm.com/Opinion
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MORE WAYS TO PAY YOUR DUES!
We have made some changes to how you can

pay your dues and make donations:

1. Insert Envelope – Inserted in this newsletter is a payment envelope that
looks very similar to the old form. We will be putting this insert in at least
one newsletter each year.  You can use it exactly like the old form to
provide information, pay dues and make donations, but you won’t need a
separate envelope (just fill out the info, put in your check or money order,
fold it, seal it, add a stamp and return address, and mail it). PLUS: You can
also pay by credit card (just fill in the required credit card information in
the space provided). Of course you can always use it to simply update
your personal information (address, phone, e-mail, etc.) without making
a payment or donation (be sure to put zero in the amount so we are not
looking for a payment).

2. Website - Go to www.bigt.net  and click on the Membership tab.  There
are 3 options: (1) Download a mail-in form and pay by check or money
order;  (2) Fill out and submit an online form and pay with PayPal or a
Credit Card*; or (3) Just update your information without making a pay-
ment.

* Making donations through the website is a little tricky- be sure to read
the instructions!  Each donation begins at $10 and you increase the
amount by increasing the “quantity”.  For example: to make an $80
donation to the general fund, you will select “General Fund $10 USD” and
click “Add to Cart” which will take you to the cart where you will change
the “Quantity” to 8 and click “update”.  That will increase the donation
total to $80. You can then “check out” or go back to the selection screen
to make another payment by clicking “Continue Shopping”.

Please use the method that is most convenient for you!
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You know how some things just stand out in your memory
(little things, maybe, but you just can’t forget them)?

Here is one of mine:  by Dennis Sabell

One day back in 1969 at North Island, San Diego I was inside an AvGas Tank
down deep in the bowels of Ticonderoga doing some of the never ending maintenance that Navy
ships require.  About an hour or so into the task, I heard someone yelling into the tank.  Well since
I was three or four baffles away from the tank top opening, I just heard a lot of unintelligible
words echoing around, but it was clear that someone was trying to communicate with me.  I started
back toward the opening and realized it was my division petty officer saying:  “Hey SaBell, you
know you have been on leave for the past 8 hours!?” …
“Oh, c**p!”    I forgot!   I had put in for leave and it had been approved weeks before.  “S**t!”

Well, I set a world record getting out of my dungarees, showering, getting into my dress blues,
finding a cab to the airport, and getting on a standby flight to Denver.  Naturally, I was “bumped”
in Phoenix and ended up in Denver well after 2:00 in the morning. Now what?
I didn’t want to barge in on my family in the middle of the night, so, I caught a cab and asked the
cabbie if he could find me a cheap room for a few hours.  He naturally interpreted that much
differently than I  meant it and as he drove off he told me he knew just the place and asked me if
I had any “special” preferences.  Even in my half conscious state I realized that there had been a
misunderstanding.  After explaining, to his monetary disappointment, that I really just wanted to
“crash” for a few hours (unaccompanied), he crabbily dumped me at a rundown downtown motel.
Around 9:00 I woke up, checked out, found a café for some breakfast and, still in my dress blues
(I had forgotten to pack civvies) I looked for a city bus to my parents’ house.

I guess a sailor in full dress and ribbons was a rare sight on a Denver bus because I recall almost
everyone staring at me as I got on and even after I sat down in the back, but no one spoke to me.
I recall that some of the looks were hostile, some friendly, and most just curious.  Remember it
was 1969! The nicest was an older gentleman who winked and gave me a “thumbs- up” as he left
the bus.  After four miles “on display” that seemed to last days, I finally reached my stop, and
exited with some relief.

I walked the 3 blocks to my parent’s house and as I walked up the drive I clearly heard my mother’s
voice.  Oddly she was talking about me (mostly nice things) and as I approached the (open) door
I saw through the screen that she had two or three of her friends visiting.  When I reached the
screen I was about to ring the bell when I heard a scream (a really loud scream!).  Later I found
out that my mother thought she was seeing a ghost (especially with the uniform and all).  Well,
to make a long story short, when they all figured out that I was flesh and blood, the ladies excused
themselves and I enjoyed a very pleasant two weeks at home.

Not exactly an earthshaking event but I had never thought very much about how worried my
family was about me.  I never forgot again!
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PARDO’S PUSH
(by George Passantino)

The following story is one that is most incredible and worthy of
sharing. When I first heard about it, it couldn’t seem possible, but
it actually happened. It underscores the courage that comes out to
support a brother serviceman.
(source: Air Force Magazine October 1996)

On March 10, 1967, Captain Bob Pardo (with back-seater
1st Lt Steve Wayne) along with wingman Captain Earl Aman (with
back-seater 1st Lt Robert Houghton) were flying F-4 Phantoms
II’s out of Ubon Air Force Base in Thailand on a bombing mission
over North Vietnam. Their target was a steel mill just north of
Hanoi. The pilots were attached to the 8th Tactical Fighter Wing,
433 Tactical Fighter Squadron. The sky was clear for a bombing run, but both F-4 Phantom II’s
were hit by anti-aircraft fire. Aman’s plane took the worst damage. His fuel tank had been hit and
he quickly lost most of his fuel. He did not have enough fuel to make it to a tanker aircraft over
Laos.
 To avoid having Aman and Houghton bail out over hostile territory, Pardo decided to try
pushing the airplane, as he recalled a similar instance during the Korean War where an F-86
pushed another damaged F-86 to safety.  Pardo first tried pushing the plane using Aman’s drag
chute compartment but turbulence prevented this from occurring. Next, Pardo suggested to use
Aman’s tailhook to push the plane as the Phantoms having been originally designed as a naval
aircraft were equipped with a heavy duty tailhook for landings aboard aircraft carriers. Aman
lowered his tailhook and Pardo moved behind Aman until the tailhook was against Pardo’s
windscreen. Pardo told Aman to shut down both of his J79 jet engines, as Aman was nearly out
of fuel and the engines interfered with Pardo’s plan. The push worked, reducing the rate of decent
considerably, but the tailhook slipped off the windscreen every 15 to 30 seconds, and Pardo had
to reposition his plane. Pardo also struggled with a fire in one of his own engines and eventually
had to shut it down. In the remaining 10 minutes of flight time, Pardo used the one last engine to
slow the decent of both planes.
  With Pardo’s plane running out of fuel after pushing Aman’s plane for almost 88 miles, the
planes reached Laos airspace at an altitude of 6000 feet. This left about 2 minutes of flying time.
The two pilots and their backseaters ejected, evading capture, and were picked up by helicopters
and safely returned to Ubon Airforce Base, Thailand. Years later, in 1989 both Pardo and Wayne
received Silver Star’s for saving the sticken pilots. Robert Houghton also received a Silver Star
for continuing the attack on the steel mill after his plane was hit.
 Bob Pardo retired as a LT Colonel and now lives in Golden, Colorado. Earl Aman also retired
as a Lt Colonel and resided in San Antonio, Texas. Mr. Aman passed away several years ago.
Steve Wayne retired as a Colonel and lives in Simpsonville, South Carolina. Robert Houghton
retired as a Major and lives in Spanish Fork, Utah.
Quite an amazing story !
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STEALING  THE  KITTY  HAWK
By: George Passantino

In early 1970 at North Island Naval Air Station a group of Ticonderoga
sailors was playing touch football in a grassy area just south of the Quay
Wall where aircraft carriers usually docked. The Kitty Hawk was docked in
the center of the Quay Wall, displaying a 10 ft model of a hawk, located on
the forward part of her flight deck The Ticonderoga was docked around on
the point, to the west of the Kitty Hawk. It was a beautiful sunny day to be
outside, and the Ticonderoga sailors were enjoying the leisure time.
 After the touch football game was over and the sailors were sitting around
drinking refreshments, one of the sailors remarked that he was going to “steal
that hawk”.

The Kitty Hawk was about 250 yards from the football field, and the hawk that was proudly displayed
up on the flight deck, was clearly visible. The sailor that made the statement was George Gruel, an Airdale
from V-4 Division. Naturally, all of the sailors thought that this was just a ridiculous boast and some
laughter broke out. Again, George Gruel repeated the statement that he was going to “steal that hawk”.
It was obvious, no one took him serious. His response was, watch me!

 George Gruel started walking by himself towards the after-brow of the Kitty Hawk, and eventually
up the walkway and saluted the guard. A few minutes later, he could be clearly seen walking forward on
the flight deck towards the hawk.  About 10 minutes later a forklift could be seen driving to the hawk
and the hawk being loaded on it’s forks. When the forklift started to move with the hawk, the sailors at
the football field were rolling on the ground laughing hysterically. The forklift drove the hawk to an area
on the starboard side just in front of the Kitty Hawk’s island. George Gruel told the crane operator there
that he had to take the hawk to the “paint shop” on the base, and he got the crane operator to lower the
hawk down onto the dock. Once on the dock he commandeered another forklift and drove the stolen bird
around the point to where the Ticonderoga was docked. The Ticonderoga sailors on the ship then helped
him, and they got a crane to lift the hawk up on to the fight deck. The hawk was then proudly displayed
on the forward flight deck of the Ticonderoga.

 George Gruel then reported to the Ticonderoga Duty Office (OOD) that the Kitty Hawk’s hawk had
been “captured”. The Ticonderoga OOD then contacted the Kitty Hawk’s OOD and advised him of the
capture of their hawk, and wasn’t considering giving it back. The local news media found out about the
incident and wrote a newspaper story about it, which caused embarrassment to the Kitty Hawk crew for
having such lax security. Eventually the hawk was returned to the Kitty Hawk and their captain ordered
guards placed around it as punishment. I learned later that the hawk was dumped over the side by the
Kitty Hawk crew, and for several years, there was bad blood between the Ticonderoga and Kitty Hawk
sailors. This incident did give the Ticonderoga Sailors a sense of pride.

 The story could end here, but I feel compelled to tell a little about the individual responsible for the
stealing of the hawk, George Gruel. Mr. Gruel passed away at age 54 in 2004 in Port Angeles, Washington.
He was a big enormously strong man, at 6’3” and over 200 lbs. He had a real innocent look about him,
but he was a prankster at heart. He used this innocent look to pull off some pretty impressive stunts.
Along with his innocent look, he also was vulnerable to be fooled back in return. This made for some
interesting incidents that are too many to report. He was good natured, being able to take a joke, but more
often, was able to hand them out. I will always remember him. RIP.
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CHECK OUT THE UPDATED WEBSITE!
New Images added to Website Flash!

CHECK OUT THE HISTORY PAGE!

WATCH A VIDEO TAKEN ON THE 61 CRUISE!

SEE SLIDE SHOW OF PHOTOS TAKEN ON THE MED CRUISE!
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GREAT FUN IN ST LOUIS!
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ASSIGNED DUTY
 In 1968, I was a supervisor in the communications area in “CR” Division. I checked the “watch
list” to see which watch shift I was assigned, and I noticed that I had a new assigned duty as “V.D.
PO”.  At first I thought it was a joke. Much to my surprise, this was not a joke.  I went to the E-9
Master Chief Radioman to ascertain if this was true, and “why me”?  The Master Chief was a
good guy, and stated that I was selected because I never had a venereal disease, and I was one of
the few who knew how to run a 16 millimeter projector. (So much for job experience).

 Therefore, every time prior to entering a foreign port, I had to show a “gross” film (circa 1950)
of the ravages of various veneral diseases. On top of this, I had to give a preprinted presentation
(well worn and in a plastic cover). Naturally, after the “class”, within two weeks of leaving a
foreign port, various shipmates would ask me in private, what does it mean when it burns while
urinating, and of pain in the prostate area. Some were told they needed to go to “sick bay”
immediately, and some needed to have gone a week ago. It seems as if I was a veneral disease
corpsman by default.

 I was sixty five years old before I told my three grown daughters of this “assigned duty”. They
knew that their father as a receipient of a “Commander Seventh Fleet Award”, a college graduate
with 2 degrees, a 32 year law enforcement profession, and a retired Chief Criminal Investigator,
but never as a V.D. PO. I am finally revealing this to my shipmates. Please don’t tell anyone!

This article was submitted  9/28/12 by:
 Larry R Porter USS Ticonderoga CVA-14 CR Division CYN3 (6/67 – 11/69)

WASHINGTON DC REUNION PHOTOS
AND ST LOUIS REUNION PHOTOS

NOW ON THE WEBSITE!
GO TO REUNIONS TAB  AT BIGT WEBSITE

AND SCROLL DOWN TO REUNION LIST AT THE BOTTOM.
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Clarence "Pat" Poland Jr.
(Died October 1, 2012)

Funeral services for Clarence Patterson “Pat” Poland Jr., Commander, U.S. Navy Retired, age 90 of
Lineville, will be held at 11:00 A.M. on Friday, October 5, 2012 at Lineville Baptist Church with the
Reverend Jerry Colquett officiating. Burial with military honors will follow in the Lineville City
Cemetery.

Mr. Poland passed away on Monday, October 1, 2012 at the UAB Medical Center. Born in Chosea
Springs, Alabama, he graduated from Lineville High School in 1940, then attended college for two years.
Pat enlisted in the U.S. Coast Guard in 1942 and saw action in the North Atlantic and Artic Sea during
World War II. In 1948 he enlisted in the U.S. Navy, was selected for promotion to Warrant Officer in
1955, then promoted to officer status in 1960. In 1975 Pat retired with a total of 33 years of service to
his country. During Cmdr. Poland’s career, he served in numerous communications and electronics
assignments and was also involved in the Apollo Space Program. His career spanned World War II, the
Korean War and the Vietnam War and he was awarded numerous citations, awards and decorations
including personal recognition from the Secretary of the Navy.

Upon retiring from the Navy, Pat and his wife Wilma returned to Lineville, where he was an active
member of his community. He was a member of Lineville Baptist Church, the Lineville Masonic Lodge,
Clay County Veterans Memorial Committee, Military Officers Association of America, Retired Officers
Association, Coast Guard Veterans Association and the U.S.S. Ticonderoga Veterans’ Association. Pat
had also served on the Northeast Alabama Mental Health Association, the Lineville Housing Authority
and the Lineville Industrial Board.

Mr. Poland is survived by his step-son, John Owens (Darlene) of Garden Grove, CA; two nieces:
Sandra Smith Taylor (Don) of Columbiana, AL and Angela Poland Koch (Ron) of Columbus, MS; one
sister-in-law, Adelaide Poland of Lineville; two brothers-in-law: Robert Parker of Lineville and Don
Parker (Jean) of Opelika.

He was preceded in death by his parents: Clarence Patterson Poland and Hattie Lou Murray Poland;
his wife of 48 years, Wilma Parker Poland; his sister, Edna Poland Smith and his brother, Gene Poland.
Pallbearers will be Bill Porter, Mike Hodges, Wesley Porter, Hunter Hodges, Tim New, and Nathan
Weldon.

Honorary Pallbearers will be Lloyd Sparks, Talmadge East, Patrick Castro, Gerald Dial, and Caton
Castro.

The family will receive friends on Thursday, October 4, 2012 at Benefield Funeral Home in Lineville
from 5:00 until 8:00 P.M. and until 10:30 A.M. Friday morning. Flowers will be accepted; however, the
family prefers memorial contributions be made to Lineville Baptist Church, P.O. Box 356, Lineville, AL
36266. On-line condolences may be sent at www.benefieldfuneralhome.com

Commander Poland leaves us with these thoughts about the nation he loved and served: “In America,
there is less cause for remorse than rejoicing. This will always be as long as . . . but only as long as . . .
we have men and women who are willing and prepared to accept responsibility. Responsibility begins
wherever you find it. You find it whenever you begin to look for it . . . and you begin to look for it the
very day you realize how important it is for you to care about this world and all the wonderful people
who live in it.”

Benefield Funeral Home in Lineville in charge of the arrangements.

ANOTHER OBITUARY
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PLACES TO SEE NEAR COLORADO SPRINGS!



PAGE 21

TICO BELLS
CV-14 Bell Located in San Diego

CG–47 Bell Located in Moorestown, NJ

Cornfield
Cruiser

Location of
CG-47 Bell
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SHIP STORE ORDER FORM: CRUISER ITEMS
NO ITEM PRICE QTY PRICE

1 Antique Bronze Coin $15 plus $5 shipping
2 Merlin Gold Coin $15 plus $5 shipping
3 Peter Hsu Drawing $20 plus $5 shipping
4 Color picture of ship $5 plus $2 shipping
5 Color collage of ship pictures $5 plus $2 shipping
6 Radar waveguide seal $5 plus $2 shipping
7 Cachet/Ship/Pascagoula Cancel $6 plus $1 shipping
8 Cachet/Decom Today/ Pascagoula $6 plus $1 shipping
9 Cachet/Last Day Postal Service Pasc. $6 plus $1 shipping

10 Any of above signed by CO $10 plus $1 shipping
11 Cachet/Ship/Ticonderoga Cancel $6 plus $1 shipping
12 Cachet/Decom Today/Ticonderoga $6 plus $1 shipping
13 Cachet/Last Day Postal Service Tico $6 plus $1 shipping
14 Any of above signed by CO $10 plus $1 shipping

15 Flag flown over ship on 25 Sept 04 $50 plus $5 shipping

16 USS TICONDEROGA History/Educational
Video Set (Just $3.00 per DVD!) $55 plus $5 shipping

17 40th REUNION Commemorative booklet $10 plus $5 shipping
PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE!
FOR ORDERS OF ITEMS 1‐17 ORDER AS FOLLOWS:

On orders of $30 a Peter Hsu drawing will be included free
of charge.

Checks (if you are not ordering using PAYPAL) should be
made to USS TICONDEROGA! VETERANS’ ASSOCIATION

Orders should be mailed to:
Ed Trotter 1150 Baywood Ave Camarillo, CA 93010‐3005
ticovet@verizon.net

If you have an e‐mail address it is suggested that you
include it here:____________________________________
and your phone number here:_______________________
in case we have to contact you for some reason.

PLEASE check availability of products & SEE images of these
items on the “Ship's Store” page at: www.bigt.net.

Total: _______
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SHIP STORE ORDER FORM: CARRIER ITEMS
NO ITEM PRICE QTY PRICE

18 Coffee Mug $12 + $9 Parcel Post
$12 + $11 Priority/Track#

19  Ball Caps–CV‐14 or CVA‐14 or CVS‐14 or CG‐47 $20 includes shipping

20 USS TICONDEROGA Warship Pictorial Book $20 includes shipping

21 White Polo Shirt – S, M, L, XL $29 includes shipping

22  White Polo Shirt ‐ 2XL & 3XL(Check Availability) $31 includes shipping

23 Round TICO Patch (5 inches) $11 includes shipping

24 TICO Tiger patch $11 includes shipping

25
License Plate Frame(s):
White with Blue Lettering
Blue with White Lettering

$5 for 1,
$8 for 2,

$10 for 3,

$12 for 4,
$17 for 5,
$25 for 10

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE!
FOR ITEMS 18-25 ORDER AS FOLLOWS:

Checks (if you are not ordering using PAYPAL)
should be made to:
USS TICONDEROGA! VETERANS’ ASSOCIATION
Orders should be mailed to:

Gordon Humphrey
15030 – 223 Drive SE, Monroe, WA 98272‐9089
Webmaster@BigT.Net

If you have an e‐mail address it is suggested that you include it
here:__________________________________________ and your
phone number here:_______________________ in case we
have to contact you for some reason or send you a tracking
number.

PLEASE check availability of products & SEE images
of these items on the “Ship's Store” page at:
www.bigt.net OR Email the Webmaster

Total: _______



USS Ticonderoga Veterans’ Association

 c/o 3930 QUAY STREET

Wheat Ridge CO 80033-4954

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

COLORADO SPRINGS! MAY 16th – 20th   2013
MARK YOUR CALENDAR TODAY!


